Australia – East Coast & Tasmania  October 29th – November 15th 2010

Trip Report
After our flight from Manchester to Brisbane via London Heathrow and Singapore  the group arrived in Australia on the morning of Friday October 29th and were met by Barry Davies, our local guide for the next few days.

October 29th
After clearing the airport at Brisbane and locating our 8 seat vehicle we were soon heading towards the Brisbane Port Authority Pools where we’d start our birding tour.

The first pool is a freshwater pool with a visitor centre / café complex attached and always provides some good birds to start our trip. Almost immediately we’d seen Mangrove and Brown Honeyeaters along with a pair of Mistletoebirds, Little Egret, Australasian Magpie, Purple Swamphen and Rainbow Bee Eater along with the first of many Superb Fairy Wrens. On the water were Australasian Grebes, Black Swans and Australian Pelicans as well as Little Black Cormorant, Little Pied Cormorant, Dusky Moorhen, Australian White Ibis, Australian Wood Duck and Chestnut Teal. Amongst the airborne Welcome Swallows, were Tree Martins and Fairy Martins. Grey Shrike Thrush, Magpie Lark, Willie Wagtail and Bar shouldered Dove along with Rufous Whistler, Masked Plover and Pied Butcherbird completed an excellent first hour or so.
We then proceeded to the nearby tidal pools which were very quiet by their own usual high standards. However, we saw Black winged Stilt, Australasian Pipit, Great Egret, Little Egret, Chestnut Teal, half a dozen Caspian Terns, Eastern Curlew, Whimbrel and 15 or so Gull billed Terns.

At the Port Authority Mangroves a flock of waders were flushed just before our arrival and in flight species were identified as Greenshank, Whimbrel, Eastern Curlew and a lone Pacific Golden Plover.

Nearby we enjoyed excellent views of a pair of Red backed Fairy Wrens as well as Superb Fairy Wren, Tawny Grassbird, a few Chestnut breasted Mannikins and an overhead Whistling Kite.

At the Mangrove Boardwalk the tide was in and we’d soon located a couple of singing Mangrove Gerygones, Collared Kingfisher, Grey Fantail, a few Silvereyes and a Black faced Cuckoo Shrike.                                                                                On the way back to the vehicle Brown Quail showed well but briefly and we also logged Crested Pigeon, Spangled Drongo, Shining Flycatcher and Figbird.

On Manly foreshore there were Silver Gulls, Figbirds and a few A White Ibis.

We then made our way to the Indigiscapes Reserve where there is always a chance of Koala. One had been in the car park here recently but unfortunately we had no luck. There were some birds though and we had Olive backed Oriole, Noisy Miner and Common Koel. As we arrived at our hotel we were greeted by our final birds of the day which were White breasted Woodswallows.

October 30th
We left Brisbane after breakfast and headed towards the Lamington National Park and O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat where we’d stay for the next 2 nights.

Our first stop was at Tamborine Memorial Hall. Here we saw Blue faced Honeyeater, White throated Honeyeater, nesting Noisy Friarbird, Rainbow Lorikeet, Dollarbird, Torresian Crow, Striated Pardalote, Pied Butcherbird, Scaly breasted Lorikeet,  Sacred Kingfisher, Leaden Flycatcher and Nankeen Kestrel. At nearby Rimore Downs we added good views of both Long billed and Little Corellas.

Next stop was at the Fred Bucholtz Park and here the highlights included a few Galah, 400 Cattle Egrets, Yellow rumped Thornbill, Comb crested Jacana, Noisy Friarbird, Pale headed Rosella, Blue faced Honeyeater, A Wood Duck, A Grebe, A Darter, Willie Wagtail, Little Black Cormorant, Purple Swamphen, Magpie Lark and         Crested Pigeon.
We then headed for Sharp Park at Canungra where we saw Azure Kingfisher,             3 juvenile Black shouldered Kite, a pair of Tawny Frogmouth, Noisy Miner, Laughing Kookaburra, Pale headed Rosella, Pacific Black Duck, A Wood Duck and  a good number of Rainbow Lorikeets.

Not far down the road we stopped at a colony of Grey headed and Black Flying Foxes where there was also a family of Superb Fairy Wrens.

At the Canungra Conservation Park new birds were Pied Currawong, Bell Miner and White throated Gerygone as well as the now familiar Noisy Miner.

We reached O’Reilly’s in time to see Wonga Pigeon, Brush Turkey, Satin Bowerbird, Regent Bowerbird, Eastern Whipbird, King Parrot, Shining Bronze Cuckoo and Crimson Rosella.
October 31st
The day started with breakfast time birding from the verandah of our superb accommodation. From here King Parrot, Eastern Whipbird, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Regent Bowerbird, Satin Bowerbird, Shining Bronze Cuckoo and Brush Turkey were all seen and Logrunner was heard.

After breakfast we headed for the forest trails. Near the centre there were a couple of Albert’s Lyrebirds. One showed by the base of a tree in the dark forest while another called nearby. Also noted here were White browed Scrubwren, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Eastern Yellow Robin, King Parrot and Satin Bowerbird.

Next was a stroll along the Booyong Walk where birds included a singing male Golden Whistler, Yellow throated Scrubwren, Logrunner, Eastern Whipbird,            Grey Fantail, Rufous Fantail, Eastern Yellow Robin, Lewin’s Honeyeater,               Satin Bowerbird, Brush Turkey, Pied Currawong, Large billed Scrubwren,      Crimson Rosella, White browed Scrubwren, Grey Shrike Thrush and                     Wompoo Fruit Dove.

On the Python Rock Trail birds seen included Green Catbird, Brown Gerygone, Sulphur crested Cockatoo, Black faced Monarch, Paradise Riflebird, Rufous Fantail, Eastern Whipbird, White throated Treecreeper, Logrunner, Satin Bowerbird,       Brown Cuckoo Dove, Brown Thornbill, Large billed Scrubwren and                           White browed Scrubwren.

At Duck Creek Rd good birds included 6 Topknot Pigeons, Variegated Fairy Wren, White throated Treecreeper, Pied Currawong, Black faced Cuckoo Shrike,             Yellow faced Honeyeater, Spotted Pardalote, Noisy Friarbird, Satin Bowerbird, Striated Thornbill, Eastern Yellow Robin and White napped Honeyeater.

The day ended with a short time spent around the centre of the park and birds seen here were Red browed Firetail, King Parrot, Crimson Rosella, Superb Fairy Wren, Regent Bowerbird, Satin Bowerbird and Brush Turkey and a stroll along the Border Trail produced Bassian Thrush, Rufous Fantail, Wonga Pigeon, Brush Turkey, Yellow throated Scrubwren and Lewin’s Honeyeater along with a 6ft Carpet Python and an Antechinus ( small, carnivorous Marsupial ).
November 1st
A couple of hours at O’Reilly’s in the morning produced White browed Scrubwren, Eastern Spinebill, King Parrot, Red browed Firetail, Wonga Pigeon, Green Catbird, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Paradise Riflebird, Brush Turkey, Satin Bowerbird, Logrunner,            Crimson Rosella, Superb Fairy Wren, Grey Shrike Thrush, Eastern Whipbird,   Yellow throated Scrubwren, White browed Scrubwren, Large billed Scrubwren, Rufous Fantail, Grey Fantail, Eastern Yellow Robin, Golden Whistler,                     Brown Gerygone, Topknot Pigeon and Wonga Pigeon. Albert’s Lyrebird and        Rose crowned Fruit Dove were heard but not seen.
We departed O’Reilly’s and headed back towards Canungra. En route we saw Dollarbird, Galah, Pied Butcherbird and Rainbow Lorikeet and heard Cicadabird.

At Sharp Park good birds included Pale headed Rosella, Forest Kingfisher,       Yellow tailed Black Cockatoo, White cheeked Honeyeater, Crested Pigeon and Sulphur crested Cockatoo along with Willie Wagtail, Rainbow Lorikeet, Galah,         A Wood Duck, Pacific Black Duck, Black faced Cuckoo Shrike and Noisy Friarbird.

Our next stop was at Nindooinbah Dam in Beaudesert. Here we saw our first    Plumed and Wandering Whistling Ducks along with family parties of both         Varied Sitella and Black chinned Honeyeaters. Also here were Rainbow Bee Eater, Red backed Fairy Wren, Comb crested Jacana, Dollarbird, Spotted Turtle Dove, Superb Fairy Wren, Little Black Cormorant and Pacific Black Duck.

At Beaudesert Racecourse it was much quieter than usual and the only birds of note here were Plumed Whistling Duck, Pacific Black Duck and Pale headed Rosella.

November 2nd
This morning we left Brisbane and flew to Cairns arriving there at lunchtime.                The afternoon was spent birding along Cairns Esplanade where the tide was just right for observing waders. Amongst the flocks on the shore were 2 Beach Stone Curlews, Striated Herons, Sharp tailed Sandpiper, Red necked Stint, Greater Sand Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Red capped Plover, Great Knot, Terek Sandpiper, Greenshank, Grey tailed Tattler, Eastern Curlew, Eastern Bar tailed Godwit, Black tailed Godwit, Australasian Pied Oystercatcher, Curlew Sandpiper, A White Ibis, A Pelican and Great Egret.                                                                                                                 Also here were Pied Imperial Pigeon, Rainbow Lorikeet, Masked Lapwing,         Silver Gull, Crested Tern, Peaceful Dove, Varied Honeyeater, Willie Wagtail,           White breasted Woodswallow, Black faced Cuckoo Shrike, Magpie Lark, A Magpie, Common Myna, Welcome Swallow and Eurasian House Sparrow.
November 3rd
The first birding of the day was to be half an hour or so before breakfast on the Esplanade at Cairns. The tide wasn’t ideal for shorebirds but a small roosting flock   of waders contained Greater and Lesser Sand Plovers, Great and Red Knots, Greenshank, Black and Eastern Bar tailed Godwits, Eastern Curlew, Red necked Stint and Curlew Sandpiper.
Also around the Esplanade were Australian Swiftlets, Figbirds, Peaceful Dove,           Pied Imperial Pigeon, Magpie Lark and Willie Wagtail.

We’d spend the day inland and made our way from Cairns towards Mareeba. En route we noted White breasted Woodswallow, Australasian Swiftlet, Spotted Turtle Dove and Black Kite.

At Mareeba our first target was to be Red tailed Black Cockatoo and after an initial sighting of half a dozen or so in excess of 50 of these huge Parrots appeared over the road in front of us.

Our next venue was to be Mareeba Wetlands. Along the road to the reserve we had good birds in the shape of Dollarbird, Blue winged Kookaburra, Magpie Lark, Whistling Kite, Forest Kingfisher, White bellied Cuckoo Shrike, Straw necked Ibis, Nankeen Kestrel, Wedge tailed Eagle, A Pelican, Rainbow Lorikeet and a number of naturalised Helmeted Guineafowl.
The reserve itself was disappointing with any birds on the lake being distant. We managed to pick out Green Pygmy Goose, Comb crested Jacana, Black Swan,      Little Pied Cormorant and  Little Black Cormorant as Welcome Swallows flitted in and out of the nests that they’d constructed in the visitor centre roofspace.

However, all was not lost here as we located a Pheasant Coucal ( unusually high up in a tree ) being mobbed by Black faced Cuckoo Shrikes and Figbirds.                                    As we made our way out of the reserve a pair of Emu showed very well and a couple of Channel billed Cuckoos flew overhead. A little further on we stopped for a flock of Double barred Finches and then for a pair of Great Bowerbirds, Rainbow Bee Eater, Bar Shouldered Dove and Yellow Honeyeater.
We then made our way to Lake Mitchell. As usual there was good birding to be had here with the highlights being 2 Brolga, numerous Green Pygmy Geese, Black Kite, Whistling Kite, Osprey, Magpie Geese, Brown Goshawk, A Grebe, Great Egret, Wandering Whistling Duck and A Pelican.

At East Mary Rd near Mt Carbine we soon located our main target bird of            Australian Bustard enjoying excellent views of a displaying male as well as females. At the Mt Carbine ‘truck stop’ there were a minimum of 8 Apostlebirds as well as a Great Bowerbird and at the nearby Caravan Park the highlight was a number of          Pale headed Rosellas.

Next stop was to be at Kingfisher Park and here new trip birds included             Orange footed Scrubfowl, Macleay’s Honeyeater, Pale Yellow Robin, Emerald Dove and Spectacled Monarch as well as Azure Kingfisher, Yellow Spotted Honeyeater, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Spangled Drongo and Red browed Firetail. A flyover                Great Egret in the company of a couple of Intermediate Egrets allowed a good comparison of these similar species.
Unfortunately, this usually extremely reliable site failed to produce Platypus.

November 4th
We visited sites around Yungaburra today in the company of our local guide             Alan Gillanders. En route we logged Pied Imperial Pigeon, Willie Wagtail,         White breasted Woodswallow and Magpie Lark.

At Lake Barrine the first birds were noted feeding on a Bottlebrush Bush and these consisted of Macleay’s Honeyeater, Dusky Honeyeater, Yellow spotted Honeyeater, Bridled Honeyeater and Eastern Spinebill. As we entered the path into the forest we enjoyed good views of Pacific Baza and Brush Turkey along with Eastern Whipbird and a singing male Golden Whistler. One of our main target birds here was to be Victoria’s Riflebird and soon we’d had views of a female / immature high in a tree.

Another target bird here is Yellow breasted Boatbill and we managed good views of this attractive passerine along with Sulphur crested Cockatoo, Brown Gerygone, Large billed Scrubwren, Spotted Catbird, Pale Yellow Robin, Little Shrike Thrush, more Eastern Spinebills and Spectacled Monarch.
On the lake itself we recorded the first Great crested Grebes and Great Cormorants of the tour along with Little Black Cormorant and Pacific Black Duck.

We then moved on to the Curtain Fig Tree where we soon had excellent views of a pair of Wompoo Fruit Doves nest building, male Victoria’s Riflebird, Black Kite, Barred Cuckoo Shrike, Pale Yellow Robin, White throated Treecreeper and a few Little Shrike Thrushes.

Along the Yungaburra to Malanda Rd we stopped for Cattle and Intermediate Egrets and Plumed Whistling Ducks and then again for a field full of Sarus Cranes. While here we also noted numerous Black Kite, Nankeen Kestrel and a very confiding  Black Falcon that showed very well and got Alan quite excited !

At the Atherton Golf Course the anticipated Bush Stone Curlews were joined by Laughing Kookaburra and Dollarbirds.
Our next stop was at Hasties Swamp. Here we found Royal Spoonbills, in excess of 500 Wandering Whistling Ducks, 800+ Plumed Whistling Ducks, Black Kite, numerous Purple Swamphens, a pair of Sacred Kigfishers, Pacific Black Duck, Intermediate Egret and Black fronted Dotterel. An obliging Agile Wallaby also showed well here.

At Longlands Pass near to Mount Hypipamee we had good views of the rare an elusive male Golden Bowerbird.                                                                                            Our final birding of the day at Mt Hypipamee resulted in Grey headed Robins along with excellent views of Victoria’s Riflebird and Brush Turkey and on the way back to Yungaburra a brief Buff banded Rail showed by the roadside.
November 5th
A pre breakfast session in Yungaburra, primarily for Platypus, resulted in views of this strange egg laying Marsupial for only one of the group.
However, good birds were seen and these included Buff banded Rail, Varied Triller, Tawny Grassbird, Satin Flycatcher, Brown backed Honeyeater, Little Shrike Thrush, Silvereye, Rufous Fantail, Chestnut breasted Mannikin, A Swiftlet, Pheasant Coucal and White breasted Woodswallow.

A return to the Curtain Fig Tree produced good birds in Yellow breasted Boatbill, Eastern Whipbird, Little Shrike Thrush, White throated Treecreeper and excellent views of White throated Treecreeper.

At Mareeba Red tailed Black Cockatoo was again seen in good numbers and as we stopped for lunch at the Mt Molloy rest area we saw Scaly breasted Lorikeet, Rainbow Lorikeet, Blue faced Honeyeater, Noisy Friarbird, Spangled Drongo, Figbird, White bellied Cuckoo Shrike and White throated Honeyeater.
Nearby at Julatten, a perched Brown Falcon gave excellent views along with            Willie Wagtails and Comb crested Jacana and a stroll down McDougall Rd produced Green Pygmy Goose, Rufous Whistler, Bush Stone Curlew, Comb crested Jacana, Peaceful Dove, Forest Kingfisher, A Grebe, Pacific Black Duck and best of all 3 Square tailed Kites.

We finished the day at Kingfisher Park but sadly Platypus once again failed to show. New birds here included Lemon bellied Flycatcher, Pied Monarch and                       Fairy Gerygone and also noted were Spotted Catbird, Orange footed Scrubfowl, 
Pacific Baza, Spectacled Monarch, Pale Yellow Robin and Azure Kingfisher with Buff bellied Paradise Kingfisher, Superb Fruit Dove and Red necked Crake all heard.
November 6th
The day started early with a 2 hour trip along the Daintree River with Chris Dahlberg. There were some good new species seen on the trip and these included Black Bittern, Papuan Frogmouth, Metallic Starling, Graceful Honeyeater, Yellow Oriole,          Black Butcherbird, Double eyed Fig Parrot, Gould’s Bronze Cuckoo and              Yellow spotted Honeyeater as well as Pied Imperial Pigeon, Magpie Goose,          Brown backed Honeyeater, Varied Triller, Shining Flycatcher, Whistling Kite,           Little Pied Cormorant, Welcome Swallow, Great Cormorant, A Darter,                 Dusky Honeyeater, Wompoo Fruit Dove, Azure Kingfisher, Large billed Gerygone and Graceful Honeyeater.
After breakfast we met up with Del Richards who was to be our guide for the day.  We first visited an area of the Daintree Rainforest where we located Fairy Gerygone, Orange footed Scrubfowl, Yellow spotted Honeyeater, Wompoo Fruit Dove,            Pied Monarch, Large billed Scrubwren, Spectacled Monarch, Black Butcherbird and then finally our main quarry, a fantastic huge female Southern Cassowary. Calling but not seen was Buff bellied Paradise Kingfisher.
At Thornton Beach 10+ Sooty Terns were a surprise but the Crested Terns here were not.

We continued the day at the Marrja Botanical Walk where the highlight was another Southern Cassowary – this time a male. Other birds here were Graceful Honeyeater, Bridled Honeyeater, Double eyed Fig Parrot, Grey Whistler, Leaden Flycatcher, Yellow spotted Honeyeater, Brown backed Honeyeater and Little Shrike Thrush.

At Newell Beach Fish Farm there were half a dozen Rajah Shelduck, an immature Nankeen Night Heron, Common Sandpiper and Olive backed Sunbird as well as Osprey, Black winged Stilt and Great Egret.
November 7th
Today was the day that we were to visit Michelmas Cay on the Great Barrier Reef. We departed Cairns at 8am to ensure that our boat was the first of the operators to reach the island thus enabling us to enjoy the birds to ourselves for a period of time. The Cay was alive with breeding Sooty Terns, Common Noddy’s, Bridled Terns, Lesser Crested Terns, Crested Terns, Brown Booby’s, Black naped Terns and a few Greater Frigatebirds. Looking familiar was a single Turnstone and also on it’s own was a white morph Eastern Reef Egret. 
Away from the Cay there was Osprey and Little Terns and Red footed Booby.
November 8th
Today we flew from Cairns to Sydney but before our departure there was time for a quick look at Cairns Esplanade where we found Great Knot, Red necked Stint,    Terek Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Black tailed Godwit, Eastern Bar tailed Godwit and both Greater and Lesser Sand Plovers. Broad billed Sandpiper was a new trip bird. Away from the foreshore were Varied Honeyeater, Pied Imperial Pigeon and White breasted Woodswallow.                                                                                         En route from Sydney to Blackheath was Red Wattlebird.
November 9th 
First birds of the day were 5 Sulphur crested Cockatoos, 2 Pied Currawongs and a Channel billed Cuckoo who were all having a squabble in the hotel car park.
At Evans Lookout we heard the hoped for Rock Warbler and had excellent views of an immature Superb Lyrebird. Also here were Eastern Spinebill, Striated Thornbill, Channel billed Cuckoo, Red Wattlebird, King Parrot and White throated Scrubwren.

At the Lithgow Sewage Pools we saw our first Hardheads, A Shovelers and           Grey Duck as well as Yellow tailed Black Cockatoos, Pacific Black Duck, Blackbird, Laughing Kookaburra, A Wood Duck and A Magpie.

At Lake Wallace the best bird was a male Musk Duck. Other birds here were Galah, Great crested Grebe, Yellow tailed Black Cockatoo, Magpie Lark, Pied Currawong, Torresian Crow, Laughing Kookaburra, Purple Swamphen, Dusky Moorhen, Coot, Masked Honeyeater and White plumed Honeyeater which was new for the trip.

We ended the day in the Megalong Valley where we encountered a few good birds that included Bell Miner, Red Wattlebird, Yellow rumped Thornbill, Eastern Rosella, Sulphur crested Cockatoo, Brown Thornbill, Superb Fairy Wren, Grey Fantail and White throated Treecreeper.
November 10th
Today we took a Pelagic trip out of Wollongong in search of seabirds and particularly Albatross.

The sea wasn’t as rough as it could have been but a swell made life uncomfortable for those who suffer from seasickness.

3 species of Albatross were encountered with about 20 different Black browed, Shy and White capped logged. The most numerous birds of the day were Short tailed and Wedge tailed Shearwaters and other Shearwaters seen were Flesh footed, Sooty and Fluttering. Petrels seen were Wilson’s Storm, Providence and Grey faced. We did well for Skua’s and saw Long tailed, Brown, Arctic and a few Pomarines as well as Kelp Gull, Silver Gull, A Pelican and A Gannet.
November 11th
We flew from Sydney to Hobart on Tasmania today.

On arriving at Hobart Airport we noted Musk Lorikeets, Masked Lapwing and Blackbird.

November 12th
Birds at Kingston Beach were White faced Heron, Galah, Kelp Gull, Silver Gull and Pacific Black Duck.

At the Peter Murrell Conservation Centre our main interest was to be centred around the ‘Tassie Endemics’ a good number of which can be found here. However, wet and cold weather didn’t help our search. 

Despite the weather we’d managed to find 7 of the 12 species only found on Tasmania and these were Tasmanian Native Hen, Yellow Wattlebird, Green Rosella, Yellow throated Honeyeater, Strong billed Honeyeater, Forty spotted Pardalote and Tasmanian Thornbill. These weren’t the only good birds here as we added              Swamp Harrier, Grey Currawong, Eastern Rosella, New Holland Honeyeater,   Superb Fairy Wren, Black faced Cuckoo Shrike, Grey Fantail, Dusky Woodswallow, Little Wattlebird, Laughing Kookaburra, Welcome Swallow and Chestnut Teal. Singing Skylarks and Goldfinch were a reminder of home.
Despite the poor weather the Chimney Pot Walk on Mount Wellington produced 2 male and a female Scarlet Robin, Grey Currawong, Tasmanian Thornbill,             Grey Shrike Thrush, Superb Fairy Wren, Green Rosella, Forest Raven and excellent views of a fantastic Spotted Pardalote – not as rare as its Forty spotted Tasmanian relative but far better looking.
November 13th
We headed for Bruny Island today. The short drive to Kettering, from where the Bruny Island ferry departs, was uneventful from a bird point of view but at the             Ferry Terminal we’d soon found another new bird for the trip in the shape of a few Black faced Cormorants and these were soon followed by an obliging Pallid Cuckoo. Other birds enjoyed while waiting for the ferry were New Holland Honeyeater, Welcome Swallow and familiar House Sparrows, Blackbirds and Goldfinch.

On Bruny Island Sooty Oystercatcher, Flame Robin, Pacific Gull and                     White fronted Chats were added to the trip list with other highlights being         excellent views of Wedge tailed Eagle, Tree Martins, Superb Fairy Wren,          Yellow rumped Thornbill, Scarlet Robin, Dusky Woodswallow, Brown Falcon,            Grey Goshawk, Tasmanian Native Hen, Swamp Harrier, Green Rosella, Kelp Gull, Black faced Cuckoo Shrike, A Pied Oystercatcher, Grey Shrike Thrush, Silvereye, Black faced Cormorant, Crested Tern, Tasmanian Thornbill and Forest Raven.

November 14th
The final birding day of the tour was wet and cold to begin with and didn’t really improve throughout the day.

At Fern Tree Gully, a new bird and another island endemic, was Black Currawong sheltering from the rain. This bird was unfortunately seen dead later in the day. The walk along the gully produced superb habitat but not the hoped for Scrubtit and Tasmanian Scrubwren. Sulphur crested Cockatto and Grey Fantail were scant consolation.
The Tinderbox area is always a good bet for endemics but the weather was still poor and doing us no favours. However, with some effort, we managed to gain good views of another bird only found on Tasmania the Black headed Honeyeater. We also had great views of Forty spotted Pardalote, Scarlet Robin, Golden Whistler and Galah. Also here were Eastern Whipbird, Superb Fairy Wren, Swift Parrot, Green Rosella, Pallid Cuckoo, Grey Fantail, Tasmanian Thornbill, New Holland Honeyeater, Laughing Kookaburra, Little Wattlebird, Yellow Wattlebird, Musk Lorikeet,    Yellow throated Honeyeater, Eastern Rosella, Black faced Cuckoo Shrike and  Swamp Harrier – a good haul for a dismal wet day !
November 15th
Today we started our journey back to the UK with some of the group heading home via Singapore and the rest via Hong Kong.

The trip ended with a respectable 284 species being seen and another 8 being heard but not seen.

