Bulgaria – Autumn Migration on the Black Sea Coast  September 13th – 20th 2010
Trip Report
September 13th
The group comprising of Brian Lythgoe, Claire Joures, Joan Williams, David and Mavis Caldwell, Jean Thomas, Theresa Fayle, Leone Brown, Peter Skidmore and Peter and Dot Kitching along with Stuart Meredith met at Manchester Airport and flew to Bourgas on the Black Sea Coast. On arrival we transferred to our hotel for the week the Marieta Palace in Nessebar.

September 14th
After breakfast we met up with our local guide Dimiter Georgiev and were soon departing Nessebar and heading towards the Salt Museum at the Pomorie Lake Salt Pans at Pomorie.

Almost immediately we’d located numbers of waders on the exposed sandy spits and these included 4 Broad billed Sandpipers, Turnstone, Sanderling, Little ringed Plover, Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover, Dunlin, Common Sandpiper and Greenshank along with 3 flypast Green Sandpipers. From the nearby wires, a Bee Eater was hawking  for insects and in the tamarisks both Icterine Warbler and Chiffchaff showed well     as did a confiding Red backed Shrike. On the water itself were Black necked and Great crested Grebes, Wigeon and Mute Swans along with Mediterranean Gulls, Little Egrets, Little Terns, Common Terns, Sandwich Terns, Little Gulls and       Great Cormorants. Leone noticed a distant flock of about 45 migrating Spoonbills  and also passing overhead were 4 Lesser spotted Eagles. Other species seen here included many White and Yellow Wagtails as well as a very brief Citrine Wagtail seen and heard only by the guides, Common Buzzard, Magpie, Whinchat, Swallow, House and Tree Sparrows, Starling and Yellow legged Gull.
At the Bourgas City Lakes both White and Dalmation Pelicans showed well allowing easy comparison and a trio of marsh terns did likewise as White winged Black Tern, Whiskered Tern and Black Tern all flew close by, allowing us to discuss the finer points of separating these 3 tricky species, when not in adult breeding plumage. Warblers in the shrubbery included Garden Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat and Common Whitethroat with a Red backed Shrike for company and on the water itself were 30+ Ferruginous Ducks, many hundreds of Pochard, thousands of Coot, Pintail, Gadwall and both Little and Great crested Grebes. A Purple Heron was seen in flight.

Next stop was to be at the Poda Reserve and Visitor Centre from where we hoped to observe some migration. A feature of the week to come was the fine, warm and settled weather which encourages birds to migrate at altitudes that are too high for good observation. What we wanted ( well some of us anyway ! ) was a few days of low cloud and a bit of rain to bring down the migrating birds. Unfortunately we never really got it ! However, there were still good numbers of birds on the move but most 

of them were quite high up. Flocks of both White Storks and Black Storks passed overhead as did Lesser spotted Eagles. A very low Short toed Eagle gave fantastic views as did a Black Kite. Montagu’s and Marsh Harriers were also noted as were a couple of Goshawks and Sparrowhawks. On the reserve itself, which is an excellent wetland, were  Pygmy Cormorants galore, at least 3 Squacco Herons, Kingfishers, Little Grebes, Little Egrets, Great White Egrets, Willow Warblers, Pintail, Wigeon, Great crested Grebes, Caspian Tern, Water Rail, Osprey, Mallard, Coot and ‘wheezing’ Penduline Tits. A distant wader flock consisted of Spotted Redshanks, Greenshanks and Common Redshanks.
At our usual coastal stop near Pomorie we found our expected Red necked Grebes with at least 10 individuals with some showing very well while at some nearby salt pans we logged Arctic Skua, a couple of Slender billed Gulls, good numbers of Mediterranean Gulls, about 150 Little Gulls and Common Shelduck along with Yellow legged Gulls, Common Sandpiper, Dunlin, Little ringed Plover and Jackdaw.

A good first day’s birding in Bulgaria.

September 15th
We headed towards the Mandra Resevoir and Dimchevo today and like yesterday it was to be a hot and sunny day. 
We exited the minibus to be greeted by singing Crested Larks, Skylarks, Wheatear and a few migrant Golden Orioles. On the way here the bus had flushed a Little Crake that was at the edge of a reedbed where there was also 3 showy Kingfishers. Also showing well were Red backed Shrikes and Tree Pipits. The reservoir itself had Garganey, Wood Sandpiper, Ferruginous Duck, Whiskered Tern, Squacco Heron, Pygmy Cormorant and Tufted Duck while passerines included Corn Bunting, Swallow, Sand Martin, House Martin, Yellow Wagtail, White Wagtail, Chaffinch, Blue Tit, Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, Long tailed Tit and   Great Tit. In the distance a huge flock of about 2,000 mostly White Pelicans wheeled around but much nearer were 2 Short toed Eagles that gave good views.

There were butterflies everywhere here and Peter identified many good species that included Langs Short tailed Blue, Small Blue, Mallow Skipper, Large White, Swallowtail, Danube Clouded Yellow, Small White, Bath White, Clouded Yellow, Comma, Red Admiral, Cardinal, Meadow Brown, Small Heath, Small Copper,  Lesser spotted Fritillary, Heath Fritillary and Lesser Fiery Copper.
At the Pomorie Salt Pans a good selection of waders was present and amongst them were Marsh Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Ruff, Broad billed Sandpiper, Little Stint, Redshank, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Dunlin, Little ringed Plover, Grey Plover,               Ringed Plover, Black tailed Godwit and Kentish Plover. Also here were Shelduck, Great White Egret, Marsh Harrier, Kestrel, Black Kite, Yellow legged Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Little Gull, Black headed Gull and Red backed Shrike.

September 16th
The weather remained sunny and hot. Today we decided to move inland away      from the coast to visit some different habitats and so we made our way towards the Dyulino Pass.
At our first stop at Panitsovo Village we spent time staking out a water trough that duly attracted good birds including Sombre Tit, Cirl Bunting, Wryneck and Hawfinch. 

Also in the area were Common Redstart, Bee Eater, many Woodlarks, Nuthatch, Spotted Flycatcher, Middle spotted Woodpecker, Tree Pipit, Red backed Shrike and Red breasted Flycatcher as well as more familiar faces such as Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Chiffchaff and Long tailed Tit. Migrant raptors overhead were Sparrowhawk, Lesser spotted Eagle and Marsh Harrier.

We then proceeded to the top of the Dyulino Pass where a Golden Jackal was seen from the minibus. Migration was light but some good birds were found and these featured a few Red breasted Flycatchers, flyover Crossbills, Woodlarks and Skylarks, Green Woodpecker, Great spotted Woodpecker, Red backed Shrike, Blackcap, Chiffchaff and Lesser spotted Eagles.

At Goritsa Forest good views were had of Middle spotted Woodpecker with not so good views of Lesser spotted Woodpecker. Also here were Short toed Treecreeper, Green Woodpecker, Nuthatch, Great Tit and Raven and overhead there was an almost continual passage of Bee Eaters.

Back in Nessebar Little Owl, Collared Dove and Common Swift were all new trip birds.

September 17th
Another hot and sunny day found us at a woodland near to Gyulyovtsa for our first birding of the morning.

An amazing sight here was a Goshawk chasing a Green Woodpecker. Other Woodpeckers here were Grey headed, Middle, Lesser and Great spotted with   Sombre Tit, Hawfinch, Short toed Treecreeper, Cirl Bunting, Woodlark, Buzzard, Great Tit, Blue Tit and migrating Lesser spotted Eagles adding to the day’s tally.
A second visit of the week to the Poda Reserve at Bourgas produced a couple of distant White tailed Eagles as well as a trio of Squacco Herons, Penduline Tit,    Marsh Harrier, Grey Heron, a flock of Pygmy Cormorants, Great crested Grebe,  Little Grebe, Teal, Great Cormorant, Yellow legged Gull and Mallard.

Another visit to the Salt Museum Salt Pans at Pomorie was again productive with fantastic views of Broad billed Sandpiper being a particular highlight. Also here was a Bar tailed Godwit – a very good bird locally. Also attracting our attention were a few Little Terns, Sandwich Terns, Black necked Grebes, Little Gulls, Mediterranean Gull, Kentish, Ringed and Little ringed Plovers, Wood Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Greenshank, Redshank, Dunlin and Red backed Shrike.
September 18th
Another hot and sunny day !

First birding of the day was to be a visit to a part of Atanassovsko Lake near to Pomorie. There were new birds for the week here in the shape of a minimum of          4 Spotted Crakes, 3 Red necked Phalaropes, half a dozen Black winged Stilts,        Red rumped Swallow, Temminck’s Stint, Little Stint, Lapwing, Black tailed Godwit, Common Snipe and Sedge Warbler. An immature Goshawk gave fantastic views perched on a nearby pylon and also logged were Penduline Tit and Tree Pipit as migrating Black Storks, White Storks, Spoonbills and Lesser spotted Eagles       passed overhead. There were good numbers of waders to scrutinise and amongst  them were Marsh Sandpipers, Spotted Redshanks, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper and Kentish, Ringed and Little ringed Plovers. Marsh Harrier, Common Sandpiper, Whiskered Tern, White winged Black Tern, House Martin, Swallow and Sand Martin completed the picture.
At Mandra Resevoir we got closer looks at a couple of adult White tailed Eagles as well as Osprey, a pale morph Booted Eagle, Red backed Shrike and Chiffchaff.

We again stopped for a while at the bridge between Prissad and Dimchevo where the best birds were Spanish Sparrows along with Spotted Flycatcher, Tree Sparrow, Crested Lark, Corn Bunting, Pygmy Cormorant and Wood Sandpiper with Bee Eater passing overhead in good numbers along with a Black Stork.

September 19th
Once again the day was sunny and warm as we headed north along the coast to the Cape Emine headland hoping for some migration.
Weather conditions were far from ideal for a heavy passage but 3 Honey Buzzards, Montagu’s Harrier and a Short toed Eagle raised hopes that raptors may be on the move. However, it was not to be and passerines provided most of the interest for the rest of the morning. Amongst these species were a Hoopoe, a few Turtle Doves, some Red breasted Flycatchers, Wood Warbler, Woodlark, Mistle Thrush and Tree Pipit. There were other raptors seen with a Hobby giving good views along with Buzzard and a Goshawk or two. Half a dozen or so Quail were flushed as we walked along, Bee Eaters continually passed overhead and every bush seemed to have its very own Red backed Shrike. Green, Lesser spotted and Great spotted Woodpeckers were all enjoyed as was Short toed Treecreeper by a few.

Peter again unearthed good butterflies with Adonis Blue, Large Copper and Grayling amongst them.

We returned to the wetlands around the Bourgas area and again found a particularly productive site that held Red necked Phalaropes, Oystercatcher, Black winged Stilt, Marsh Sandpiper, White winged Black Terns, Spotted Redshank, Squacco Heron, Garganey, Little Egret, Little Stint, Little ringed Plover, Ringed Plover, Ruff, Common Snipe, Wood Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper,       Penduline Tit, Little Grebe and Black necked Grebe.
September 20th
Our last day on the Black Sea Coast and the weather started to improve from a migration point of view and although still warm, there was much more cloud in the sky as we arrived at the migration watchpoint near Bourgas Airport.

Soon the increasing winds had brought us our first Red footed Falcon and also 3 Levant Sparrowhawks – again new birds for the trip. Also on the move were Hobby, Honey Buzzard, Dalmation and White Pelicans, White and Black Storks, Black Kite, Sparrowhawk, Common Buzzard and Lesser spotted Eagles. Hirundines were passing in big numbers and amongst the Swallows was a single Red rumped Swallow.
On the adjacent Salt Pans around 5,000 Avocets and 1,000 Mediterranean Gulls were an impressive sight and of course there were the omnipresent Red backed Shrikes.

A salt pan lake near Bourgas wasn’t too productive but did have big numbers of Teal along with Shovelers, Mallard, Little Egret, Redshank and Mediterranean Gulls.

As the clouds darkened and thickened and the wind increased it was decided to check inland countryside for migrants. Although we didn’t find any of the hoped for Rollers we did see a Griffon Vulture, both dark phase and pale phase Booted Eagles,    Crested Lark, Marsh Harrier and a Syrian Woodpecker.

The day and the birding tour ended at 4pm as the rain arrived at 3.50pm dropping who knows which migrants out of the grey sky !!!!

