Florida USA  January 2008

Trip Report
January 13th 
The group met on schedule in the departures area at Manchester Airport and were on the way to Sanford, Orlando on time and without any delays. On arrival at Sanford we soon cleared customs and picked up our minibus and made our way to our hotel in Orlando.

January 14th
The first birds of the day and the trip were seen around the hotel and these were                Palm Warbler, Mourning Dove, Turkey Vulture, Ring billed Gull and flyover             American Robins and Cattle Egrets. A nearby lake was a gentle introduction to the avifauna of Florida with Osprey, Little Blue Heron, Wood Stork, Great Egret, Northern Cardinal,  Palm Warbler, Yellow rumped Warbler, Pied billed Grebe,  Double crested Cormorant, Belted Kingfisher, White Ibis, Ring billed Gull, Blue Jay, Boat tailed Grackle,                   Common Grackle, Red bellied Woodpecker, Hooded Merganser, Red shouldered Hawk     and American Goldfinch all seen along with River Otter. We then made our way to the Atlantic Coast noting species such as Turkey Vulture, Black Vulture, Red shouldered Hawk, Great Egret, Cattle Egret, Wood Stork and a roadside Crested Caracara along the way. On reaching the coast we’d soon logged Horned Grebe, Brown Pelican, Osprey, Laughing Gull, Royal Tern, Forster’s Tern and Bufflehead along with the more familiar Sanderling and Turnstone and more Turkey and Black Vultures. At our next stop new trip birds were Tricoloured Heron, Lesser Scaup and Killdeer along with White Ibis, Wood Stork,         Belted Kingfisher, Royal Tern, Horned Grebes, Ring billed Gulls, Laughing Gulls and yet more Boat tailed Grackles.Further along the road a slight detour produced good birds in the shape of Spotted Sandpiper, Downy Woodpecker, Little Blue Heron and more            Forster’s Terns, quickly followed by Great Black backed Gulls, more Horned Grebes and a small pod of about 6 Bottle nosed Dolphins.Our main birding destination today was to be the excellent Blackpoint Wildlife Drive on Merritt Island.There were thousands of birds here today and the highlights included Reddish Egrets, over 200 American Wigeon,              Florida Mottled Duck, about 150 American Avocet, 20 or so Roseate Spoonbills and a pair   of nesting adult Bald Eagles with a couple of chicks.The supporting cast consisted of        Pied billed Grebes, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Ring necked Duck, Lesser Scaup,   Glossy Ibis, White Ibis, American Coot, Green winged Teal, Blue winged Teal, Snowy Egret, Great Egret, Little Blue Heron, Tricoloured Heron, Short billed Dowitcher, Bonaparte’s Gull, Northern Harrier, Willet and American White Pelicans along with Northern Pintail,     Northern Shoveler, Black bellied Plover and Dunlin. A few miles away we had good views  of a couple of Manatee and 3 American Kestrels before rounding off our visit to the coast with good  views of a few Florida Scrub Jays, Northern Mockingbird and a small flock of foraging Yellow rumped Warblers.
January 15th 
After breakfast we set off for some good birding sites around Orlando but not before noting Northern Mockingbird, American Robin, Yellow rumped and Palm Warblers and 3          Grey Squirrels in the hotel grounds. At a good woodland site to the north of the city we  hoped to see Northern Flicker and Red headed Woodpecker but ‘dipped’ on both. However, there were good birds here and these included Tufted Titmouse, Red bellied Woodpecker, White eyed Vireo, Blue Grey Gnatcatcher, Eastern Towhee, Grey Catbird,                        Ruby crowned Kinglet, Pileated Woodpecker, Mourning Dove, Northern Mockingbird and both Black and Turkey Vultures. At the first of the ‘downtown lakes’ that we visited a mixed passerine flock included Black and White, Yellow rumped, Palm and Prairie Warblers,     Blue Grey Gnatcatchers, Ruby crowned Kinglet and White eyed Vireo. On the water were Ruddy Ducks, Wood Ducks, Lesser Scaup, Ring necked Ducks, American Coot,               Pied billed Grebes and Mallard with Green Heron, Great Blue Heron, Wood Stork,          Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Anhinga, Double crested Cormorant and Moorhen around the edges.In the reeds were Red winged Blackbirds with other species including Forster’s Tern, Bonaparte’s Gull, American Crow, Osprey and Northern Mockingbird. In a roadside pool were 4 drake Hooded Mergansers and Loggerhead Shrikes were seen from the vehicle too. At the second of the ‘downtown lakes’ that we visited the highlights were a very close Limpkin along with airborne Purple Martins and Tree Swallows, Blue Jay, Red bellied Woodpecker, Yellow bellied Sapsucker, Green Heron, White Ibis, Tricoloured Heron, Snowy Egret,    Great Egret, Little Blue Heron and Loggerhead Shrike. We then visited a nearby park / botanical gardens. En route we saw a couple of House Finch in a tree and good numbers of American Robins.In the park there were more Robins as well as Belted Kingfisher,         Sharp shinned Hawk, Eastern Phoebe, Palm and Yellow rumped Warblers,                       Ruby crowned Kinglet and calling Northern Cardinals and Carolina Wrens.
January 16th  

An early start today was needed today to maximise the chances of finding the rare and elusive Red cockaded Woodpecker at a reliable site about 40 minutes from Orlando. It’s best to be on site for dawn as the birds leave their roost sites to forage in the Longleaf Slash Pine forest that is their required habitat. On this occasion we didn’t see one but could hear one calling in the distance. However, compensation was provided by Red bellied Woodpecker, Pine Warbler, Carolina Wren, Palm Warbler, Yellow rumped Warbler, Wood Stork, Red shouldered Hawk and Savannah Sparrow. Nearby a short stop produced good birds that included 2             Whooping Cranes, about 40 Sandhill Cranes, Bald Eagle, 30 Killdeer, Eastern Meadowlark, American Kestrel, Crested Caracara, Northern Mockingbird and about 200 Cattle Egret. On the way back to our hotel for breakfast there were 26 Wild Turkeys, Eastern Meadowlarks, Mourning Doves and both Black and Turkey Vultures. After breakfast we returned to the area via a large lake where 4 American Pipits, 10 Least Sandpiper, White Ibis and Snowy Egrets were amongst the highlights. The next stop produced a roadside Red headed Woodpecker, Red tailed Hawk, Eastern Bluebird and Pine Warbler with Brown headed Nuthatch,          Bald Eagle, Red bellied Woodpecker and Pine Warbler further along the road. We then   made our way to another large lake noting a couple of Loggerhead Shrikes, Sandhill Cranes,  3 Whooping Crane, c10 American Kestrels, Great Egret, Palm Warbler and a flock of about 100 Brown headed Cowbirds along the way. At the lake we’d soon located our main target bird in the shape of a distant Snail Kite but fortunately another came sailing towards us and perched nearby giving us fantastic views.Other good birds here included Northern Harriers, Caspian Tern, Royal Tern, Black Skimmer, 4 Bald Eagles and Wilsons Snipe along with Anhinga, about 400 Brown headed Cowbirds, 200 Red winged Blackbirds, 100 Glossy Ibis,    50 Common Grackles, 150 Boat tailed Grackles, 60 Sandhill Cranes, White Ibis,            Belted Kingfisher, Ring necked Ducks, Great Blue Heron, Little Blue Heron,               Tricoloured Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Cattle Egrets, Tree Swallows, a few 
Loggerhead Shrikes, Forsters Terns, Ring billed Gull, American Herring Gull,                 Double crested Cormorant, Pied billed Grebe, American Coot and both Vultures.                Our return drive to our hotel produced more Eastern Meadowlarks, American Kestrels, Ospreys, Great Egrets and White Ibis.
January 17th 
Today was spent at a site that is excellent for Florida Scrub Jay and very good for woodland species. En route we saw all the usual roadside Egrets and Herons along with perched Loggerhead Shrikes, Northern Mockingbirds, Mourning Doves and a juvenile Bald Eagle as well as the first White winged Doves of the trip. As we reached our destination we’d soon tempted 10 or so Scrub Jays into the open with our bait of peanuts. We also had great views of about a dozen Eastern Towhee and a very obliging Northern Flicker. Also seen here were Blue Jay, adult Bald Eagle, Northern Cardinal, Palm Warbler, Blue Grey Gnatcatcher and about a hundred flyover American Robins. We then drove further into the reserve and parked in an area of Live Oaks.This is usually a good area for wintering warbler flocks and after a while we’d located a flock of passerines that included Pine Warbler, Blue headed Vireo, Black and White Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Tufted Titmouse, a stunning                            Yellow throated Warbler, about 50 Blue Grey Gnatcatchers, 20 or so Ruby crowned Kinglets, Palm Warblers, Pileated Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker and Red bellied Woodpecker. Also in the area were 3 Wood Storks, Little Blue Heron and Bald Eagle and a calling Barred Owl.
     After lunch we moved to another area of the park where highlights included good views of a Barred Owl with another calling nearby, Grey Catbird, Carolina Wren, Northern Cardinal, Red bellied Woodpecker, adult and immature Bald Eagle, Eastern Phoebe, Sandhill Cranes, Wild Turkey and Yellow bellied Sapsucker along with a few Nine banded Armadillos.

January 18th 
We started the day with a return to the site that we’d visited a couple of days ago for the rare and elusive Red cockaded Woodpecker and our efforts were rewarded with good views of a single bird feeding in a stand of Longleaf Slash Pines – its favoured habitat. There were also other good birds here this morning and the best of these were Bachman’s Sparrow,         House Wren, Pine Warbler, Eastern Bluebird, Bald Eagles, American Goldfinch,            Downy Woodpecker and Red bellied Woodpecker. On our return to our hotel for breakfast good birds seen along the way included a flock of Wild Turkeys, 2 Crested Caracara, numerous Sandhill Cranes, Red shouldered Hawk and Eastern Meadowlarks. After breakfast we returned to the Atlantic coast where most of the group visited the excellent Kennedy Space Centre. On the way there were numerous Glossy and White Ibis, Great Blue Herons, Little Blue Herons, Great Egrets, Snowy Egrets, Lesser Scaup flocks, Ospreys and the omnipresent Turkey and Black Vultures.Those of the group who didn’t go to the KSC were soon birding along the beach at Merritt Island. Here, a pair plus a female Bufflehead were 

an excellent find no doubt displaced by the cold weather to the north of Florida. Also        here were half a dozen Common Loons, Royal Terns, Brown Pelican, Turnstone,              Ring billed Gulls, Short billed Dowitchers, Sanderlings, Laughing Gulls, Lesser Scaup, Belted Kingfishers and a few Great Black backed Gulls. American Robins seemed to be everywhere and a flock in excess of a thousand also had about 200 Cedar Waxwings for company. Like the Buffleheads these had obviously been pushed south into Florida in much bigger numbers than is the norm by the exceptionally harsh winter weather to the north.       As we carried on this became more evident with big counts of wildfowl that included 550+ American Wigeon with a drake Eurasian Wigeon tagging along, 5 Canvasback and good numbers of Hooded Merganser, Blue winged Teal, Green winged Teal, Pintail, Shoveler, Gadwall and Lesser Scaup. Amongst the many Black Skimmers present were four that were skimming and all the usual herons and egrets were present such as Green, Tricoloured,    
Great Blue and Little Blue Herons and Reddish, Great Egrets and  Snowy Egrets. There were also 30+ Roseate Spoonbills and numerous Wood Storks. Waders were represented by Willet, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Dunlin, Killdeer, Black bellied Plover,                 Short billed Dowitcher and Semipalmated Plovers with American White Pelicans,             Brown Pelicans Laughing Gulls, Great Black backed Gulls, American Herring Gulls,            Royal Terns, Forsters Terns, 2 Caspian Terns, Ospreys, Northern Harriers and both          Turkey and Black Vultures completing the picture along with huge numbers of American Robins. Nearby a small pod of Bottle nosed Dolphins were chasing fish and giving good close up views.
January 19th 
After breakfast we loaded the minibus and set off for Fort Myers on the Gulf Coast where   we would spend the next four nights. Birds seen en route included the now familiar           American Kestrels, Downy Woodpeckers, Mourning Doves, Collared Dove, Common and Boat tailed Grackles, Sandhill Cranes and both Turkey Vultures and Black Vultures.            At Lake Jackson in Sebring we had 4 fem / imm Buffleheads, a few Horned Grebes, 30 or    so Ruddy Ducks, a few Pied billed Grebes, large flocks of Lesser Scaup and a few Bonaparte’s Gulls. As we neared Fort Myers we stopped at a site good for Manatee          where there were at least 2 of these large mammals as well as a few species of Butterfly that included at least 3 Monarchs. In the late afternoon we visited a particular area of Cape Coral where we found a few active Burrowing Owl nest holes with 3 Owls present. There were also about a dozen Monk Parakeets here as well as a pair of nesting Osprey and a tree packed full of Palm Warblers and Yellow rumped Warblers.
January 20th 

This morning found us on an excellent wader beach on the gulf coast. The cold reminded us of home as did the Dunlins, Turnstones, Black bellied Plovers and Sanderlings. However,   the Semipalmated Plovers, Wilsons Plovers, Piping Plovers, Western Sandpipers and Semipalmated Sandpipers were certainly not birds that were likely to be seen at home and neither were Bald Eagle, Black Skimmers, Laughing Gull, Ring billed Gull, Reddish Egrets or Brown Pelicans although there were some familiar Sandwich Terns. In a nearby Red Mangrove swamp we also saw a couple of Belted Kingfishers, Spotted Sandpiper,          Wood Storks, Great Egrets and numerous White Ibis.We then moved on to Sanibel Island. There are some great birding sites here and our first stop produced excellent species in the shape of Yellow crowned Night Heron, Semipalmated Plover, Least Sandpiper,           Wilson’s Plover, Little Blue Heron, Willet, Marbled Godwit, Reddish Egret,                       Red breasted Merganser, Common Ground Dove and both Brown Pelicans and                            American White Pelicans.Further along we had great views of a fishing Racoon along with more Yellow crowned Night Herons, Spotted Sandpiper, Roseate Spoonbills, White Ibis, Great Egret, Greater Yellowlegs, Osprey, Semipalmated Plover and a white morph      Reddish Egret. At a nearby windblown park the only birds seen were American Kestrel,   Boat tailed Grackle and Osprey. On the beach there was American Herring, Ring billed      and Laughing Gulls along with Royal, Sandwich and Forster’s Terns and Brown Pelicans with a flock of about 350 Black Skimmers, Willets and Piping Plovers further along.
January 21st
We moved inland today to one of the best birding sites in Florida. The reserve we visited is a Bald Cypress swamp with a 2.5 mile boardwalk through it. The plan was to walk the reserve twice – before and after lunch. On the morning stroll great birds came thick and fast in the shape of a fantastic Prairie Warbler in full breeding plumage, a couple of Ovenbirds,     Brown Thrasher, American Goldfinch, 4 male and a female Painted Bunting,                      Red winged Blackbirds, Common Grackle, Tufted Titmouse, Yellow rumped Warbler and 
Red shouldered Hawk. As we continued we saw Great crested Flycatcher, Palm Warbler,       a stunning Northern Parula down to 4 feet, point blank gorgeous Yellow throated Warblers, Black throated Green Warbler, Black and White Warbler, Pine Warbler, Blue headed Vireo, Blue Grey Gnatcatcher, White eyed Vireo, Northern Cardinal and Downy Woodpecker. As the woodland opened up wetland birds were seen and these included Great Egret, Anhinga, Tricoloured Heron, Yellow crowned Night Heron, Black crowned Night Heron,               Great Blue Heron and Little Blue Heron but perhaps the highlight was a very confiding Eastern Screech Owl who was roosting in a tree stump. Other species seen before lunch included Eastern Phoebe, Red bellied Woodpecker and both Vultures.
      After lunch we again strolled around the boardwalk. The highlight of the afternoon was perhaps a superb male Summer Tanager with other great birds being Northern Parula,           Black and White Warbler, Blue headed Vireo, Downy Woodpecker, Blue headed Vireo,          

Red bellied Woodpecker, Grey Catbird, Carolina Wren, a superb male                             Common Yellowthroat, White eyed Vireo, Yellow crowned Night Heron, Anhinga,         Black crowned Night Heron, American Purple Gallinule, Great Egret, White Ibis,  Tricoloured Heron, Great crested Flycatcher, Red shouldered Hawk, Little Blue Heron       and Great Blue Heron as well as 3 Racoons. In the evening a Burrowing Owl flew across          the minibus as we were driving back to our hotel after dinner.
January 22nd 
Most of today was to be spent at various sites along the coast. First stop in the morning was  to be at Fort Myers Beach on Estero Island. There are good lagoons here and after we’d noted Northern Gannets and Common Loons offshore we started to walk along the shore checking the lagoons and the beach for waders, gulls and terns.We weren’t disappointed as there were good numbers and good views of Red Knot, Wilson’s Plovers, Least Sandpipers,             Black bellied Plover, Dunlin, Western Sandpiper, Sanderling and Piping Plover along with Reddish Egret ( both morphs ), White Ibis,Yellow crowned Night Heron, Tricoloured Heron, Little Blue Heron, Snowy Egret, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Forsters Tern,              Brown Pelican, Ring billed Gull,  Royal Tern, Willet and Laughing Gull.Further along towards Sanibel Island we returned to a beach we’d visited a day or two ago to check the  high tide roost and were rewarded with a juvenile Long billed Curlew in amongst a flock      of roosting Marbled Godwits, Short billed Dowitchers, Willets, Wilson’s Plovers, Dunlins, Western Sandpipers and Semipalmated Plovers.There were also good numbers of            Black Skimmers, Reddish Egrets, Osprey, Royal, Forster’s and Sandwich Terns and American Kestrel and also, as hoped for, a couple of Magnificent Frigatebirds. We then returned to Cape Coral for another look at Burrowing Owls, Monk Parakeets and Osprey    and returned to our hotel via the Caloosahatchee River where we saw White Ibis,           Hooded Mergansers, Lesser Scaup and Red Shouldered Hawk.
January 23rd
We left Fort Myers and headed for the Everglades National Park area after breakfast. As     we were leaving the hotel there were noisy Blue Jays in the parking lot as well as             Northern Mockingbird, Red shouldered Hawk, American Crow, Common Grackle,            Boat tailed Grackle and Yellow rumped Warbler. Along the ‘Tamiami Trail’ between          Fort Myers and Miami there were literally thousands of the usual herons, egrets, storks, spoonbills and cormorants, hundreds of Anhingas and Kingfishers and numerous other species that included Blue Grey Gnatcatcher, Bald Eagle,Yellow rumped Warbler and         Tufted Titmouse. At one stop a particularly territorial male American Alligator voiced his displeasure at our presence by bellowing at us.At our next stop our target birds of Snail Kite and American Purple Gallinule were soon bagged and there was a supporting cast of       Green Heron, Wood Stork, Anhinga, Belted Kingfisher, Double crested Cormorant and various herons and egrets to be enjoyed too.We then carried on towards Homestead and 
before long we were watching 2 adult White tailed Kites, half a dozen or more           Northern Harriers, Belted Kingfishers, Savannah Sparrows, Eastern Meadowlarks and the usual array of herons, storks and egrets. Next stop was a tiny nature reserve that is owned and managed by the Florida Audobon Society for Hummingbirds and soon after our arrival we’d located a couple of Ruby throated Hummingbirds zipping between the various flowering plants in the tiny reserve. However, the best bird by far here was the female Scarlet Tanager that spent a few minutes in full view high up in a tree feeding on large caterpillars.This species is very rare in Florida in winter and was therefore an exceptional find for us.In the past this fantastic little reserve has produced great birds for us that have included          Yellow throated Vireo and various rare warblers and hummingbirds. We then visited an area of Homestead where we’d had Scissor tailed Flycatchers and Western Kingbirds in the past and sure enough we ended a great day with 11 of the former and 1 of the latter in a garden hawking insects from telegraph wires and a tree.
January 24th 
Our first birds of the day were Common Mynas near to our hotel in Cutler Ridge.We then revisited the Ruby throated Hummingbirds in Homestead and also saw White winged Dove, Northern Parula, Blue headed Vireo, Blue Grey Gnatcatcher, Yellow rumped Warbler, and 3 Blue Jays along with 2 ‘Hummers.’ The Western Kingbird from yesterday was still present but the Scissor tailed Flycatchers were not. A Broad winged Hawk showed very well perched on a roadside telegraph pole. We made our way into the Everglades National Park where the first bird was an adult Great Horned Owl at the nest with a chick. We then visited the Anhinga Trail where Green Heron, Red shouldered Hawk, Broad winged Hawk and various species of herons, egrets, spoonbill and stork were seen. However best bird here was a pale morph Short tailed Hawk. The Gumbo Limbo Trail was quiet with only White eyed Vireo, Yellow rumped Warbler and Grey Catbird of note so we made our way to the Eco Pond and Flamingo where the highlights were 5 Black necked Stilts and a few Saltwater Crocodiles. Also here were Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs which allowed a useful comparison, an immature Little Blue Heron ( which when immature is white ), Snowy Egret and White Ibis.
January 25th 
First birds of the day were 20 or so Common Mynas and the road to the ENP produced American Kestrel, Broad winged Hawk, Loggerhead Shrike and Northern Mockingbird. There were 2 pairs of Burrowing Owls in Homestead along with Tree Swallows, Merlin     and Eastern Meadowlarks. There is an excellent small copse near to the ENP that we discovered a few years ago and here we had some fantastic birds such as full breeding plumaged Prairie and Magnolia Warblers, Painted Bunting and Rose breasted Grosbeak. Also here were Eastern Phoebe, Ruby throated Hummingbird, Great crested Flycatcher, Blue Jay, Grey Catbird and Blue Grey Gnatcatcher with Northern Harrier and Sandhill Crane nearby. In the ENP itself our first produced fantastic views of 2 dark and 1 pale Short tailed Hawks, a few American Purple Gallinules and many herons, egrets and Wood Storks. As we drove deeper into the park we saw another pale morph Short tailed Hawk ( a very rare bird with a USA population of about 500 individuals ). We also returned to see the Great Horned Owl on the nest and again visited the copse where we again saw Magnolia Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Palm Warbler, Grey Catbird and Common Ground Dove.
January 26th 
Today we returned to central Florida and the Orlando area where we’d spend our last night of the tour. By taking the Turnpike we’d pass close to a few excellent birding sites. En route there were many roadside herons, egrets and ibis and thousands of Turkey Vultures and  Black Vultures. At our first stop half a dozen Indigo Buntings were new birds for the trip and these were joined by another new trip bird in Northern Rough winged Swallow as well as 3 
Limpkins, Florida Mottled Duck, Painted Bunting, Snail Kite, American Purple Gallinule and the usual array of herons and egrets etc. Our second stop also produced new trip birds in the shape of American Bittern and 4 Sora Rails. Good views of both Cooper’s Hawk and      Sharp shinned Hawk were had here allowing for comparison between these two potentially confusing raptors and there were also many Green Herons, Blue winged Teal, Anhinga, Green winged Teal, herons and egrets galore as well as numerous American Purple Gallinules and Florida Mottled Ducks. Our next and last birding stop of the day was relatively quiet by its own standards producing about 10 American Purple Gallinules, Great and Snowy Egrets, half a dozen Green Herons, Great Blue and Little Blue Herons, Glossy and White Ibis, Moorhen, American Coot, Blue Grey Gnatcatcher and Yellow rumped and Palm Warblers.
January 27th 
Some of the group took the opportunity to visit the Epcot Centre today while the rest returned to the Atlantic coast for some final day Florida birding. As we reached Titusville there were flocks of American Robins everywhere and where there are Robin flocks in winter there are quite often Cedar Waxwings. As we pulled off the main road ( US 1 ) we soon located 3 Cedar Waxwings feeding on berries along with large numbers of American Robins which numbered around 2,000 in the immediate area with many more all around. As we made our way on to Merritt Island we noted more good birds such as Spotted Sandpiper, 200 or so Black Skimmers, a couple of Caspian Terns, Royal Terns, Belted Kingfishers, Willets,    Least Sandpipers, Reddish Egret, Tricoloured Heron, Little Blue and Great Blue Herons, Short billed Dowitchers, White Ibis, Osprey, Lesser Scaup, Great Egret, Wood Stork,  Roseate Spoonbills, Tree Swallows and masses of Black and Turkey Vultures. Further along the road we again visited the wildlife drive. There were thousands of birds here as usual and the highlights were perhaps the American Bittern or the 60 or so gaudy bright pink          Roseate Spoonbills or maybe the Sora or Hooded Mergansers. There were also Wood Storks, Common Yellowthroat, American Wigeons, masses of all the now usual and everyday herons and egrets including the gorgeous Reddish Egret, numerous ducks and waders and Ospreys,          Bald Eagles and Belted Kingfishers. As late afternoon neared we had to reluctantly leave the birds of the Atlantic coast and make our way back towards Orlando and the Epcot Centre where we’d pick up the rest of the group before making our way to Sanford Airport and our flight back to Manchester.
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