Hungary  October 16th – 23rd 2007 

Trip Report
October 16th                                                                                                                   After meeting at Manchester airport the group flew to Budapest airport in Hungary and were met by our Hungarian guide Balazs. We were soon on our way to our hotel at Poroszlo on Lake Tisza.

October 17th                                                                                                                       The first birds of the trip were seen in the hotel grounds and were House and         Tree Sparrows, Hooded Crow and Goldfinch. Today was to be spent birding around the fish pond systems of the Hortobagy and en route we saw our first good bird of the tour as a Syrian Woodpecker alighted in a tree in Poroszlo near to our hotel. Also seen were in flight Common Cranes, Buzzards and Kestrel. The highlights were numerous at the Holasto Fish Ponds and came thick and fast. They included over 140                 Pygmy Cormorants, 3+ Bitterns, 30+ Great White Egrets, Marsh Harrier, numerous Penduline and Bearded Tits, Ferruginous Duck, White tailed Eagle, Kingfisher,  Black Redstart and a superb sub adult Greater Spotted Eagle. An excellent find and  an extremely rare species in winter here. A second large fish pond also held good birds and these included 49 Lesser White fronted Geese, White Pelican, 4 Avocet, another White tailed Eagle, Purple Heron, c200 Spotted Redshank, Greenshank,                     30+ Eurasian White fronted Geese, a female Red crested Pochard, Peregrine and  more Bearded and Penduline Tits. Nearby a gorgeous Firecrest gave superb views before wave after wave of trumpeting Cranes came into roost on the fish pond that we had returned to. As we left a total in excess of 30,000 had come into roost with a total count of 100,400 in the surrounding area that evening. Other species seen around the fish ponds today were Shoveler, Pochard, Gadwall, Wigeon, Mallard, Buzzard, Greylag Goose, Grey Heron, Coot, Chiffchaff, Long tailed Tit, Cormorant,               Great spotted Woodpecker, Syrian Woodpecker, Goldcrest, Curlew, Little Grebe, Great crested Grebe, Ringed Plover and Little ringed Plover.
October 18th                                                                                                                       Today we visited some good sites in the Bukk Hills area. On our drive from Poroszlo to the Bukk area we made a few stops and were rewarded with excellent views of an adult Eastern Imperial Eagle, Great Grey Shrike, Hen Harrier and Crested Lark. Also seen were about 50 Common Buzzard, Treecreeper, Brambling, Tree Sparrow,          White Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, Skylark and Jay.

At the Bukk Plateau we soon had excellent views of Hawfinch with a total of about 200 seen along with Bramblings, Great spotted Woodpecker, Siskin, Willow Tit, Marsh Tit, Coal Tit, Long tailed Tit, Nuthatch, Black Redstart, Raven, Mistle Thrush and Woodcock. A short stop at dusk at the entrance produced Woodcock, a very brief Rock Bunting and Black Redstart.

October 19th                                                                                                                         We returned to the Bukk area today where most of the day would be spent in the excellent mixed woodland of the Hor Valley. En route we stopped at a regular            sight for Saker and were rewarded with views of an adult at a nest site. Nearer to          the Bukk Hills we again had excellent views of an Eastern Imperial Eagle with  Yellow legged Gull, Cormorant and Great White Egret at a nearby large lake.             In the valley our main targets were woodpeckers and we were successful with Black,  Middle spotted, Lesser spotted and Greater spotted but White backed eluded us today. There were other typical woodland species that included Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Siskin, Marsh Tit, Willow Tit, Buzzard and Jay with Ravens overhead. 
October 20th                                                                                                                      Today was spent in the Hortobagy National Park and our first stop was made                      at Hortobagy village where we’d soon had very good views of at least                           10 Long eared Owls and excellent views of a Syrian Woodpecker along with Buzzard, Great Grey Shrike, Hen Harrier and Crested Lark. Then a visit was made to a farm where local breeds of farm animals could be seen. Nearby a flock of about 15 Serin was a good find and Crested Larks were in full song. 3 Black Redstarts included a fantastic full breeding plumaged male and 5 Common Crane that flew over included a juvenile. We then made our way onto a nearby fish pond where good birds included an immature White tailed Eagle, Great White Egret, Penduline Tit, Bearded Tit, a couple of Great Grey Shrikes and 2 Syrian Woodpeckers along with the more familiar Curlew, Dunlin, Lapwing, Common Gull, Black headed Gull, Grey Heron, Buzzard, Stock Dove, Corn Bunting, Stonechat, Yellowhammer, Kestrel and Goldfinch. At dusk a total of about 3,000 Common Cranes came in to roost and there was also a Little Owl seen.
October 21st                                                                                                                        This morning we visited the northern steppe area of the Hortobagy NP with the ‘legend’ of Hungarian birding that is Dr Gabor Korvacs. This specially protected area of the NP can only be visited with a park guide and we were very fortunate to have the best with us for the day. Our first target of Great Bustard took some finding but Gabor has never let us down in the past and he certainly wasn’t going to today and his persistence was rewarded with good views of 7 of these magnificent birds. This was to be a day of numerous highlights and they came thick and fast with great views of Rough legged Buzzard, 6 White tailed Eagles in the air together, over 20 Hen Harrier including fantastic views of many males, Cranes, Great Grey Shrikes and                    Great White Egrets all before lunch along with a distant flock of Twite, Stonechat, Sparrowhawk and Hooded Crow. After a traditional Hungarian lunch we made our way to the southern steppe area of the Hortobagy NP where our main quarry was Dotterel. We soon located the flock which numbered at least 82 including some nice bright individuals. Excellent views were had of another Rough legged Buzzard, Crested Larks, Stock Doves, Little Owl and hundreds of Common Cranes.
October 22nd                                                                                                                         Our last full day in Hungary. Our first birding was to be another visit to the Saker nestbox near to Poroszlo. We had good flight views of an adult Saker here as well     as Hooded Crow and Buzzard. We then returned to the Hor Valley in the Bukk Hills and were rewarded there with excellent views of our main target bird of                     White backed Woodpecker. We also had superb views of Lesser spotted Woodpecker and other commoner woodland species such as Nuthatch, Great spotted Woodpecker and Marsh Tit along with Short toed Treecreeper. We then spent time birding in the Little Hortobagy where highlights included good views of 2 Saker, Crested Larks, a field full of at least 30 Great White Egrets, Tree Sparrows and a distant              Rough legged Buzzard.

October 23rd                                                                                                                      It was raining as we made our way from Poroszlo back to Budapest for our flight home to Manchester. As we drove along we noted a female Goshawk that flew right across us and another adult Eastern Imperial Eagle along with Crested Lark and numerous common Buzzards. We then spent a few hours touring Buda and Pest but where we could and couldn’t go was restricted due to political demonstrations.             We then left the city behind and headed for our last Hungarian birding at the Kiskunsag NP before arriving at the airport. In the Kiskunsag NP we had great views of 20+ Great Bustards, Rough legged Buzzard, an immature Long legged Buzzard, Saker, numerous Great White Egrets and Great Grey Shrike.                                         An excellent end to a superb birding trip in Hungary.
