

Isles of Scilly  October 14th – 21st 2011
Trip Report
October 14th                                                                                                                                                                                                                         The group of Eileen Pilling, Beth Blenkharn, Jean Lund and Ann & Alan Jackson along with tour leader Stuart Meredith met at various points along the M6 motorway for the journey to Penzance from where we took an afternoon helicopter flight to St.Mary’s.
On arrival on ‘Scilly’ we transferred to our accommodation at the excellent IOS Country Guesthouse where we were met by our host for the week Sabina.
After checking in we had time to take a short stroll to see our first excellent bird of what turned out to be a great week – a very obliging Upland Sandpiper which was frequenting a bulb field next to Borough Farm at Maypole. After enjoying this excellent American vagrant we returned to our accommodation for the evening.
October 15th                                                                                                                                                        Today was warm and sunny
After breakfast we made our way to Porthellick beach via Holy Vale and Higher Moors. There were numerous Goldcrests in Holy Vale as well as a vocal Water Rail with calling Water Rail also heard along the Higher Moors trail.
Our target at Porthellick was a 1st winter male Bluethroat that had been showing well on the beach minutes before our arrival. Unfortunately it had gone into cover as we got there and a wait of an hour or so failed to produce the bird, although sitting in the sun on the beach was quite pleasant with Rock Pipits, Greenshank, Oystercatchers and Ringed Plovers providing the entertainment. We’d checked the nearby Porthellick Pool already and had found a feeding Jack Snipe, 3 Common Snipe and Moorhen and Coot there, but as we returned we were treated to excellent views of the Bluethroat from one of the hides. 
We made our way to Lower Moors via the coastal path around the airfield and had fantastic views of Lesser Yellowlegs and another Jack Snipe both from the ISBG hide. Also here were Common Snipe and a Water Rail that showed well.
Other good birds today included a couple of Black Redstarts at our accommodation with another on Porthmellon beach where there was also a Grey Wagtail. There were still plenty of Wheatears and Swallows about and a Deaths Head Hawk Moth was viewed at the Dairy Cafe in Hugh Town.
October 16th                                                                                                                                                The weather remained warm and sunny.
We stayed on St.Mary’s today with the first birds of the day being 2 Black Redstarts at our accommodation at the IOS Country Guest House. We then visited the very confiding Upland Sandpiper again before making our way towards Salakee Farm, via Holy Vale, where a Radde’s Warbler had been reported. We had no luck with the elusive warbler but got brief views of a Firecrest along the Salakee Farm trail.
Our route took us along the coastal path behind the airfield again where we had great views of a Short eared Owl and on our way to Lower Moors we also had a female Common Redstart. The morning was completed with good views of Wilson’s Snipe, with 4 Common Snipe for comparison, from the ISBG hide.
After lunch we made our first visit of the trip to the Garrison. The avian highlight here was a female Subalpine Warbler that gave great views after being so elusive on last weeks trip. The views from the Garrison across to St.Agnes, Tresco and Samson were stunning in the warm sunshine and the weather encouraged a Painted Lady and a few Clouded Yellow butterflies to take to the wing.
Our last port of call today was to the Dump Clump Pool where we enjoyed fabulous views of the Northern Waterthrush. Touring the islands this afternoon were a trio of Black Kites and it was as we were watching these birds in the distance that the call of the diminutive American warbler was heard as it flew in to the pool. We enjoyed this mega rarity with a couple of other birders for a few minutes before they left us alone with the bird. As the rush of panic stricken birders arrived on the scene we headed into town for dinner.
Other birds today included a couple of Whinchats, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Sparrowhawk, Wheatear and about 40 Swallows. 
October 17th                                                                                                                                                Sunny spells with a SW breeze.
The day started with a fine male Black Redstart at the guest house. This individual wasn’t either of yesterdays birds. On our way to the harbour at Hugh Town we again saw the 3 Black Kites from yesterday as they soared above the garrison.
Most of the day was to spent visiting Tresco where there’d be some good birds of late. The first noticeable sighting was of a juvenile Lesser Yellowlegs that managed to elude detection for a few minutes as it hid amongst a number of Redshanks and 22 Greenshanks. Also here were a few Snipe. The 3 Black Kites that had crossed over to Tresco from St.Mary’s showed very well over the south end of the Great Pool and a flyover Merlin and a minimum of 14 Little Egrets were the best of the rest of the days sightings along with a Mediterranean Gull at Carn Near.
On our return to St.Mary’s we visited Old Town Bay to see a Portuguese Man O’war jellyfish that had become entangled in some seaweed.
Our genial host at the Dairy cafe had Crimson Speckled and Golden Twin Spot moths on show for us to enjoy with our cup of tea.
October 18th                                                                                                                                                 Cool with a NW wind and a few showers.
We stayed on St.Mary’s today and were rewarded with very good views of the previously elusive Yellow browed Warbler at the Newford Duckpond before making our way towards the south of the island where the Bluethroat was still showing on Porthellick beach. At Carreg Dhu there was at least one Firecrest with another in Old Town Churchyard and also in the churchyard was another Yellow browed Warbler. A Turtle Dove was seen well at Nowhere in Old Town where there was also Greenshank and Little Egret too.
Other species today included dwindling numbers of Wheatear and Swallow, Chiiffchaff, Common Redstart, Willow Warbler, Goldcrest, Sparrowhawk and Kestrel
Our moth treat at the Dairy Cafe today  was Bloxworth Snout.
October 19th                                                                                                                                                 Warmer with sunny spells
We again stayed on St. Mary’s today where our first port of call was to be along Watermill Lane where a couple of Olive backed Pipits had been found yesterday afternoon. Within seconds of our arrival the birds were showing on and off and as the minutes ticked by the views got better and better as both birds came nearer and nearer. Excellent views of Yellow browed Warbler were again enjoyed at the nearby Newford Duck Pond and our day of excellent views continued with the Upland Sandpiper and a stunning Firecrest at Carreg Dhu Gardens. A Peregrine and a Great spotted Woodpecker flew overhead at Maypole where a Whitethroat also showed.
The afternoon was spent with a stroll along Penninnis where the best birds turned out to be Little Egret, Kingfisher and Greenshank that were all in Old Town Bay. Other birds included a pair of Ravens, Chiffchaffs, offshore Gannets and Swallows.
A Hummingbird Hawk Moth was seen in Old Town.
October 20th                                                                                                                                         Warm and sunny
Today we visited St.Agnes. A pleasant boat journey from St.Mary’s was enriched by a couple of Harbour Porpoise that showed as we neared ‘Aggy’.                                               
On arrival we headed straight to Horse Point where we hoped to find one species           in particular. There were Wheatears and Rock Pipits here as well as a couple of        Black Redstarts and as we made our way around the point the distinctive call of our target bird was heard about 20 yards away. It seemed to come from an area of rough grass and heather and after a few minutes the source of the call popped its head up into view – a Lapland Bunting. At first it proved difficult to pin down but as it flew the short distance to more open terrain it became easier and everybody enjoyed good, close views.
At the Parsonage we found another Yellow browed Warbler and Chiffchaffs with a    Pied Flycatcher being seen near to the post office. A flyover Short eared Owl was mobbed by a flock of Starlings and there were still numerous Swallows around.
The Dairy Cafe had a Convovulous Hawk Moth for us to see before we returned to the Maypole area where our accommodation was situated. Here we paid a final visit of the week to the Upland Sandpiper and were rewarded with almost point blank views and a female Merlin that was perched in a tree. A flock of Fieldfares and a lone Redwing were a reminder that winter was on the way.
October 21st
After breakfast we were picked up by minibus and taken to the airport for our 11.35am flight back to the mainland. 
In the airport was an assortment of twitchers who were desperate to get off Scilly and onto the mainland to ‘twitch’ a Scarlet Tanager that was being seen in a wooded valley not too far away from Lands End. 
We sensibly avoided the Tanager crowds and made our way back north to arrive in Lancashire in the evening where a great tour ended. It turned out to be a good decision as the Tanager wasn’t seen in Cornwall again that day but incredibly the bird turned up the day after on the Isles of Scilly !                                                                                                            No doubt the twitchers returned to the islands again a few hundred pounds lighter !!!
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