



Isles of Scilly  October 6th – 13th 2011
Trip Report
October 6th                                                                                                        Mainly fine with some showers and a breeze                                                                                                         
The group of Ken & Eileen Dean, Fred & Doris Besford, Joan Williams and          John Roberts along with tour leader Stuart Meredith arrived on Scilly by helicopter from Penzance at 2.30pm and transferred to the accommodations at the Sylina and IOS Guest Houses.                                                                                       After checking in we made our way to the Lower Moors to see a Wilson’s Snipe that showed well along with 3 Common Snipe from the ISBG hide. A visit to the dump clump pool where a Northern Waterthrush had been showing was unsuccessful.
October 7th                                                                                                         Fine but windy
An American Golden Plover in the company of 2 Eurasian Golden Plovers showed at the airfield on St.Mary’s while a Lesser Yellowlegs on the Porthellick Pool gave great views just a few yards away from the hide. Also at the pool were a couple of Kingfishers and a few Snipe. A Black Kite was in the company of a Common Buzzard and a Honey Buzzard over Carn Friars and could be seen from the airport. Commoner species included Sandwich Tern, Little Egret, Rock Pipit, Wheatear, Swallows and 10 or so Greenshanks.
October 8th                                                                                                       Fine and warm with a westerly wind
A quiet bird day today with the highlights being Snow Bunting, 5 Whimbrel,     Lesser Yellowlegs and Water Rail as well as Grey Heron, Gannet and Wheatear.
October 9th                                                                                                         Drizzle in the morning cleared later. Westerly wind.
An Upland Sandpiper gave excellent views in a bulb field next to Borough Farm at Maypole and, as is usual with this species, was extremely confiding.
A Short toed Lark on the airport also gave good views as did a juvenile                       Rose coloured Starling at Sallyport on the Garrison. A Firecrest was in Carreg Dhu Gardens as were a few Goldcrests.
October 10th                                                                                                  Overcast / Drizzle with a SW wind
After breakfast we headed for the harbour from where we took a boat to St.Agnes. On arrival on ‘Aggy’ our first port of call was the Parsonage where a superb male Red breasted Flycatcher performed well in the company of a Spotted Flycatcher and a Pied Flycatcher. After enjoying this excellent bird we took the short stroll to the Big Pool to see a very confiding Pectoral Sandpiper that showed down to a few feet.
A return to St.Mary’s produced good views of the Northern Waterthrush at the dump clump pool and the Upland Sandpiper at Borough Farm.
October 11th                                                                                                       Cloudy with a light SW wind
Today we went to Tresco where a good selection of birds had been noted over recent days. The best of these, and those that we managed to find, were            Least Sandpiper, another Lesser Yellowlegs and a Red backed Shrike along with 5 Mediterranean Gulls, 14 Little Egrets, at least 3 Water Rails and a Firecrest.      Other species seen included Whinchat, Stonechat, Siskin, Goldcrest, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard and Wheatear.
October 12th                                                                                                   Overcast with sunny spells
The best of today’s birds were a Red throated Pipit that showed very well on the golf course and a Bluethroat on Porthellick Beach.                                                          Also seen today were Spotted Flycatcher, Pied Flycatcher, Rock Pipit and Greenshank.
October 13th                                                                                                            Fog
We were scheduled to return to the mainland today but due to thick fog all helicopter and plane flights were cancelled. There was no Scillonian sailing due either with today being a Thursday. However, with the flights not running the ship made an unscheduled return sailing from Penzance which enabled us to return home on time.


