Ribble Bird Tours UK

Nepal   March 22nd – April 3rd 2007 

Trip Report

March 22nd                                                                                                                                          We flew from Manchester to Kathmandu via Doha in Qatar. On arrival in Nepal we were met by Badri and transferred to our hotel. At the hotel we checked in and arranged to meet our guide Nepalese bird guide Suchit later in the day.In and around the hotel grounds there were familiar species such as White Wagtail, House Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Swallow, Cattle Egret as well as House Crows and aerial Black eared Kites. After meeting Suchit at our hotel we drove to the Godavari Botanical Gardens at the foot of Phulchowki Mountain. From the first minute the birding was exceptional and we’d soon logged numerous species that included Steppe Eagle, Black Drongo, Black throated Tit, Plumbeous Water Redstart, Great Barbet, Grey hooded Warbler,                      Lemon rumped Warbler, Himylayan Bulbul, Raven, Blyth’s Leaf Warbler,                                  Asian Brown Flycatcher, Black lored Tit, Large billed Crow, Rose ringed Parakeet, House Swift, Red billed Blue Magpie, Common Myna, Great Tit, Blue Whistling Thrush, Oriental Turtle Dove, Grey winged Blackbird, Black eared Kite, White crowned Water Redstart,                                      Rufous Gorgeted Flycatcher and Chestnut bellied Nuthatch

March 23rd                                                                                                                                            After our superb start to the trip yesterday we returned to Phulchowki and spent the morning and early afternoon birding the upper and mid part of the mountain. Again the birding was excellent and the species came very thick and very fast. First of all were a couple of Spotted Forktails followed  by Rufous Sibia, Red headed Jay (Eurasian) White throated Laughing Thrush, Kalij Pheasant,            White tailed Nuthatch, gorgeous Verditer Flycatchers, Oriental Turtle Dove and                           Bar tailed Cuckoo Shrike. As we continued we saw Green tailed Sunbird, Buff barred Warbler, Black Bulbul, Ultramarine Flycatcher, Streaked Laughing Thrush, Grey hooded Warbler,              Striped throated Yunia, Hoary Barwing, Blyth’s Leaf Warbler, Chestnut tailed Minla, a stunning Chestnut bellied Rock Thrush, Long tailed Minivet, Ashy throated Warbler, Yellow browed Tit, Rufous vented Yuhina, Yellow bellied Fantail, Fire tailed Sunbird, Darjeeling Pied Woodpecker, Green backed Tit, Dark throated Thrush, White browed Fulvetta, a pair of                                  Rufous bellied Woodpeckers, White throated Fantail, Chestnut crowned Warbler,                           Rufous winged Fulvetta, Common Myna, Whiskered Yuhina, Black faced Warbler, Black lored Tit, Black throated Tit, Chestnut crowned Laughing Thrush, Rufous Gorgeted Flycatcher,                        Large Hawk Cuckoo, Barred Cuckoo Dove and White throated Kingfisher.                                            A female type Redstart sp could not be positively identified but was either Hodgson’s or a         Blue fronted.                                                                                                                                            That brought to an end a staggering days birding – and we’d only reached halfway down the mountain. 

March 24th                                                                                                                                          We left Kathmandu today and headed south west to the Chitwan NP with various birding stops along the way. While driving through the traffic mayhem of Kathmandu we noted several birds and these included Grey backed Shrike, Common Myna, Red vented Bulbul, Oriental Magpie Robin, Jungle Myna, Rose ringed Parakeet and House Crow. Our first stop was at the village of Naubise where we saw Tailorbird, Plumbeous Water Redstart, White capped Water Redstart,                        2 Red rumped Swallows, Oriental Magpie Robin, Black Kite and both Common and Jungle Mynas. At Khasty Khola we again saw both Water Redstarts as well as Himalayan Bulbul,                          White browed Wagtail and Blue Whistling Thrush. On the Trisuh River we stopped at Balkhu in the hope of finding a late wintering Ibisbill but we were out of luck. However we did see Indian Roller, Common Sandpiper, Plain Martin, White throated and Common Kingfishers, Black Kite,                  Red vented Bulbul, Great Cormorant and Little Egret. We stopped for a drink at the Hill Top Restaurant in Gol Ghar.Here, there were more good birds that included Black Drongo,                Himalayan Griffon Vulture, Eurasian Griffon Vulture, Crimson Sunbird, Crested Bunting,                 Pied Bushchat, Oriental Magpie Robin, Grey breasted Prinia, Himalayan Bulbul and more               White crowned Water Redstarts. Further along the Trisuh River at Jogimara we added                    Brown Dipper, Striated Prinia and Alpine Swift to the trip list and again saw both of the           Water Redstarts along with White browed Wagtail. On the last leg of the journey to the Chitwan NP the best birds included Long tailed Shrike, Pied Starling, Indian Roller and Black shouldered Kite  as well as Common Buzzard, Black Drongo and Spotted Dove. As we reached the Chitwan NP there was time for unpacking and lunch before we embarked on an ‘elephant safari’.                       In the lodge grounds there were many birds and these included Collared Falconet, Ashy Drongo, Common Hawk Cuckoo, Black hooded Oriole, Great Tit, Fulvous breasted Woodpecker,               Jungle Babbler and Spotted Dove. We departed the lodge on elephant back at 4.30pm and immediately connected with good birds. There were numerous Red wattled Lapwing,                   Indian Pond Herons, Chestnut headed Bee Eaters, Chestnut tailed Starling, Long tailed Shrike, Rufous Treepie, Crested Serpent Eagle, Fulvous breasted Woodpecker, Pied Bushchat,                     Green Bee Eater, Jungle Owlet, Peafowl, Red Junglefowl, White throated Kingfisher,                 Streak throated Woodpecker, Greater Coucal, a pair of Lesser Yellownape, Greater Flameback, Ashy Woodswallow and Paddyfield Pipit. Other interest was provided with fantastic views of           Asian Jungle Cat, Marsh Mugger, Spotted Deer and Five striped Palm Squirrel.

March 25th                                                                                                                                                    We left the lodge at 6am this morning and made our way to the nearby river where we took a short punt ride.Before we reached the boat we had distant views of our first Greater one horned Rhino. On the way to the river we noted Indian Pond Heron, Black hooded Oriole and                            Common Hawk Cuckoo with its almost continuous ‘brain fever’ call along with                            Oriental Honey Buzzard, Large Cuckooshrike, Red Junglefowl and a few Alexandrine Parakeets. Soon we were drifting down river and enjoying birds such as  Lesser Adjutant, Great Egret, Common, Pied, White throated and Stork billed Kingfishers, White browed and Citrine Wagtails, Plum headed Parakeet, Shikra, Sand Lark, Black Ibis, Yellow bellied Prinia, Kentish Plover, Woolly necked Stork, Zitting Cisticola, Peafowl, River Lapwing, Goosander, Rosy Pipit, many Small Pratincoles and about a hundred Ruddy Shelduck. There were also familiar species such as Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Redshank, Temminck’s Stint, Little ringed Plover and                  Common and Green Sandpipers.As we left the river more new species were seen and these included White tailed Stonechat, Striped Tit Babbler, Greenish Warbler, Grey capped Pygmy Woodpecker, Hoopoe,    Velvet fronted Nuthatch, Chestnut bellied Nuthatch, Olive backed Pipit, Scarlet Minivet, Grey headed Fish Eagle, Spangled Drongo, Pale footed Bush Warbler, Crested Tree Swift,             Yellow eyed Babbler, Oriental Pied Hornbill, Brown Crake, Purple Swamphen, Moorhen,             Black Stork, Purple Heron, Bronze winged Jacana, Grey capped Prinia as well as                          Chestnut headed Bee Eater, Greater Yellownape, Lesser Yellownape, Black Redstart,                    Streak throated Woodpecker and Common Stonechat.                                                                      We returned to the lodge for lunch and a siesta. 
                                                                                                                                                                 At the lodge at lunchtime were Golden Oriole, Black hooded Oriole and Red throated Flycatcher. A highlight this morning was a close encounter with an adult and a young Greater one horned Rhino. They crossed the track in front of our vehicle and when the adult became aware of us it ‘charged’ at the Land Rover before backing down and going on its way. We gathered again at 4.30pm for another drive into the forest. Before we departed we had a look at a nearby Indian Rock Python.    In the forest we saw Jungle Owlet, Emerald Dove, Indian Roller, Peafowl, Plum headed Parakeet, Red breasted Parakeet, Oriental Magpie Robin, Black backed Forktail, Pied Bushchat,                 Red Junglefowl and a handsome pair of Scarlet Minivets.                                                                  Mammals included 3 Greater one horned Rhino, Wild Boar, Hog Deer, Muntjac Deer and               Rhesus Macacque and a highlight was the Indian Gharial that everyone got excellent views of from the boat.

March 26th                                                                                                                                                 Today we again had an early morning drive into the forest. Birds heard in the night included the local Brown Hawk Owl. The few hours spent in the forest produced an array of good birds and           new for the trip were Dark throated Thrush, Black Francolin, Changeable Hawk Eagle, Shikra, Bengal Florican, Yellow footed Green Pigeon, Slender billed Babbler, Common Woodshrike, Rufous Woodpecker, White rumped Shama, Oriental Scops Owl, Grey headed Woodpecker, Greater Racket tailed Drongo, Red capped Babbler Small Minivet, Red Collared Dove,               Crested Treeswallow and Barred Buttonquail. There were also Black Storks, Jungle Owlet,            Lesser Adjutant, Jungle Myna, Red vented Bulbul, Verditor Flycatcher, Chestnut tailed Starling, Great Tit, Greater Flameback, Long tailed Shrike, Ashy Woodswallow, Green Bee Eater, Peafowl, Spotted Dove, Crested Serpent Eagle, Rose ringed Parakeet, White throated Kingfisher,                 Grey capped Pied Woodpecker, Indian Roller and Scarlet Minivet.                                                 Around the lodge at lunchtime there was Stonechat, Red wattled Lapwing, Little ringed Plover            and a few  Indian Pond Herons as well as Olive backed Pipits and Black hooded Oriole.              Mammals seen in the forest this morning included Greater one horned Rhino, 12 Gaur, Wild Boar, Sambar Deer, Hog Deer, Spotted Deer, Muntjac Deer and Common Langur. We returned to the forest in the afternoon when highlights included Golden Oriole, Green Sandpiper,                            Crested Serpent Eagle, Grey Wagtail, Hill Myna, Black Stork, Black hooded Oriole, Hoopoe, Jungle Babbler and Pied Kingfisher. Mammals seen were 3 Gaur, 2 Rhinos, Wild Boar and   Spotted, Muntjac and Hog Deer.

March 27th                                                                                                                                                    In the lodge grounds this morning there were the usual Black hooded and Golden Orioles as well   as Black, Ashy and Bronzed Drongos with flyover Night Herons. After breakfast we went into the forest again for a few hours birding and again we were rewarded with a host of species. New birds were Himalayan Flameback, Smoky Warbler, Grey backed Pygmy Woodpecker, Oriental Darter, Grey crowned Prinia, Lineated Barbet, Lesser Coucal, Green billed Malkoha, Spangled Drongo           and Striated Babbler. There were also many species that were by now becoming familiar such as Oriental Magpie Robin, Greater Coucal, Indian Pond Heron,  Crested Serpent Eagle,                          Grey backed Shrike, Chestnut bellied Nuthatch, Bronze winged Jacana, White breasted Waterhen, Jungle Owlet, Red wattled Lapwing, Open billed Stork, Grey headed Fish Eagle, Crested Treeswift, Changeable Hawk Eagle, Black winged Cuckooshrike and Chestnut headed Bee Eater.

After lunch we returned to the forest for the last time. As usual the birding was exceptional and          we added two new species to the list in the shape of White throated Needletail and a newly arrived Asian Paradise Flycatcher. Also seen were Red Junglefowl, Greater Coucal, Oriental Darter,            White throated Kingfisher, Grey headed Fish Eagle, Ruddy Shelduck, Bronze winged Jacana,            Red wattled Lapwing, Alexandrine Parakeet, Asian Openbill Stork, Spotted Dove and                      Indian Pond Heron.
March 28th                                                                                                                                                  Today we embarked on the long drive from the Chitwan NP to the Koshi Camp but again we had various stops to break up the journey. A stop at a wetland close to the Indian border was excellent and yielded many superb species. Perhaps the best of these were the Cotton Pygmy Geese,  Pheasant tailed Jacanas and Lesser Whistling Ducks although a supporting cast of                        Bronze winged Jacana, Steppe Eagle, Little Cormorant, Stork billed Kingfisher, Small Pratincole and Lesser Adjutant wasn’t bad. At the Koshi barrage there were numerous duck such as Gadwall, Garganey, Wigeon, Pintail, Teal and Pochard but our main interest here wasn’t avian but mammalian. Soon we’d found a few Gangetic River Dolphins and had managed to get good           views of these unusual and rare animals. A previous stop had given us excellent views of               Ashy crowned Sparrow Lark. When we reached the camp we had time to find our tents and           unpack before going for a short stroll around the camp grounds. Again new birds came thick and fast and we logged Blue throated Barbet, Coppersmith Barbet, Blue tailed Bee Eater,                 Asian Palm Swift, Asian Koel, Spotted Owlet, Brown Crake, Ruddy breasted Crake, a stunning male Pied Harrier, Blyth’s Reed Warbler, Tickell’s Leaf Warbler, Scaly breasted Munia, 

Dusky Warbler and perhaps best of all a superb male Siberian Rubythroat. There were many other birds seen today too with the best of these being Black shouldered Kite, Green Bee Eater,                White throated Needletail, River Lapwing, Long tailed Shrike, Rufous Treepie,                                 White throated Fantail and Chestnut tailed Starling.                                                                                    An addition to the mammal list was Indian Grey Mongoose. 

March 29th                                                                                                                                                  This morning was spent around the camp and in adjacent forest. As usual there were fantastic birds to be seen with the new species being Paddyfield Warbler, Common Iora, Blue throated Barbet, Blue throated Flycatcher, Brown capped Pygmy Woodpecker, Black rumped Flameback,            Brown Hawk Owl, Brown Fish Owl, Common Woodshrike, Black naped Monarch,                     Orange headed Thrush, Oriental White-eye, Purple Sunbird, Thick billed Warbler and                       Blue capped Rock Thrush.There was also a selection of the usual woodpeckers, Cuckooshrikes, Drongos and Bee Eaters. At the camp at lunchtime there were good views of a pair of                    Purple Sunbirds, Asian Koel, Spotted Owlets, Pallid Harrier, Thick billed Warbler and                   White breasted Waterhen. In the afternoon we made our way to the south bank of the Koshi river.  A Paradise Flycatcher ( dark form ) was a good find as was a Black headed Ibis. 8 Black Ibis flew past and we had good views of about 10 Smoky Warblers, Bluethroat, Little Cormorant,              Pied Harrier, Crested Bunting, Oriental Darter, Black rumped Flameback, Striated Babbler,         Striated Grassbird, Clamorous Reed Warbler and Blue tailed Bee Eaters amongst many other species.                                                                                                                                                   One bird that eluded a positive identification was a possible Chinese Bush Warbler or a Blyth’s Reed Warbler. We also saw our first Water Buffalo this evening.

March 30th                                                                                                                                                   We spent a large part of today on a boat on the river going ashore at various locations for particular birds. On our short drive to the boat we saw Hoopoes, Little Egret, White breasted Waterhen and Small Pratincole. On the river there were Pintail, Gadwall, Pochard, Pied Kingfisher, Little Tern, Oriental Darter and a few of the commoner waders. Our first stop was at an area of grassland where we went in search of a possible new subspecies of Rufous vented Prinia that Suchit and Badri had previously discovered.We’d soon found a few as well as Yellow bellied Prinia, Plain Prinia,     Bright headed Cisticola and a couple of Bluethroats and we heard Indian Cuckoo. One of the best birds here was a Cinnamon Bittern that we flushed as we sailed along the bank of the river.              At our next brief stop there were Sand Larks and White tailed Stonechat and as we returned to the river we saw Citrine Wagtail, Bar headed Goose, Green Bee Eater, Black shouldered Kite, 

Greater spotted Eagle, White throated Kingfisher, Striated Heron, Short toed Snake Eagle,       White eyed Buzzard and Honey Buzzard. We then landed again for a scan of the sandy flat               river bank and very quickly located what we’d come here to see – a couple of superb                    Greater thick Knees. These birds are in the same family as Stone Curlew. After a time enjoying these birds we returned to the boat and carried on down the river.  

                                                                                                                                                                       A couple of new birds appeared overhead – Egyptian Vulture and Oriental White rumped Vulture and there was also Brown Shrike, Asian Openbill, Black Ibis, Lesser Adjutant,                               Red wattled Lapwing, Oriental White eye with a couple of Gangetic River Dolphin and 35 or so Water Buffalo.                                                                                                                                      We then returned to the Koshi Camp for lunch and a siesta. In the afternoon we again birded  around the camp and nearby woodland and pools. Black faced Buntings were new trip birds on            the embankment with Hoopoe, Grey backed Shrike, Asian Openbill Stork, Oriental Darter, Pintail, Lesser Whistling Duck, Purple Swamphen, Lesser Adjutant, Little Cormorant, Pied Kingfisher          and Intermediate Egret amongst the species in and around the fish pools. Other good birds included Swamp Francolin, Tickell’s Leaf Warbler, Black headed Ibis, Long tailed Shrike,                          Bronze winged Jacana, Blue throated Barbet,   Purple Sunbird, Crested Bunting, Hen Harrier, Orange breasted Green Pigeon and a superb adult male Siberian Rubythroat.                                  Mammals seen were 3 Jackal and about 100 Water Buffalo on the river.

March 31st                                                                                                                                                     We returned to the area of river around the barrage this morning. We again saw                                Pheasant tailed Jacana and Cotton Pygmy Goose along with Yellow wattled Lapwing,                     Green Bee Eater, Blue tailed Bee Eater, Rosy Pipit and a host of other species. We then moved           to a different section of the river where even more new species were found such as Hobby,             Indian spotted Eagle, Black necked Stork, Spot billed Pelican, Spoonbill and Peregrine with other good birds being Shikra, White eyed Buzzard, Purple Sunbird, Copperhead Barbet,                          Blue throated Barbet, Bar headed Goose and Black headed Ibis.                                                       We then returned to camp for lunch and our early afternoon siesta before leaving again at 4pm for   a couple of hours birding around the nearby pools and fish ponds. We’d soon seen a couple of superb Bluethroats, White breasted Waterhen and Rufous Treepie but the highlight was easily the Yellow Bittern that gave excellent and prolonged views. There were also familiar birds such as Osprey, Temminck’s Stint, Little ringed Plover, Shoveler, Common Snipe, Little Grebe,                 Wood Sandpiper and Barn Swallow. Blue tailed Bee Eater and Green Bee Eater added a splash           of colour along with Citrine Wagtails, Asian Koel, Rose ringed Parakeet, Ruddy breasted Crake, White throated and Pied Kingfishers and Scaly breasted Munia. A small Eagle species that flew by could not be positively identified but was almost certainly a Booted Eagle.

April 1st                                                                                                                                                     Our last day at the Koshi Camp started with a drive to the north where we had a specific target bird to find. Because this species is rare and difficult to find we’d mustered as many of the camp staff as were available to help in the search and soon we were scanning expanses of suitable habitat. Soon we’d seen Hoopoe, Short toed Lark, Kestrel and a large flock of Citrine and White Wagtails with a few Ashy crowned Sparrow Larks for company. All of a sudden there they were – a couple of fantastic Indian Coursers. First of all quite distant but all the time running closer. These birds certainly had a claim to be bird of the trip but then again so did another 300 or so other species !            As we returned to the woodland near the camp we had excellent views of a Wryneck as well as Jungle Babbler, Oriental Magpie Robin, Oriental Turtle Dove and Common Hawk Cuckoo. In the forest itself there were yet more new and good birds seen. New species for the trip were Besra,        Pale chinned Flycatcher, Blyth’s Reed Warbler, Blue throated Flycatcher and two superb                Golden spectacled Warblers. There were also good views of Red throated Flycatcher, Shikra,            Ashy Drongo, Crested Serpent Eagle, Black rumped Flameback, Black Drongo, Jungle Owlet, Greater Coucal, Black hooded Oriole and Blyth’s Leaf Warbler. Back at the camp we saw               Stork billed Kingfisher, White rumped Vulture, a pair of Purple Sunbirds, White breasted Waterhen and Asian Koel.                                                                                                                                    We then left the camp and headed for the small airport at Biratnagar for our 6pm flight to Kathmandu. En route we visited a colony of Flying Fox. The plane took off almost on time and soon we were enjoying our short flight back to Kathmandu with good views of Mount Everest on the way.

April 2nd                                                                                                                                                   We returned to Phulchowki Mountain this morning to bird the lower slopes that we had driven down during the first days of the tour. On our way from Kathmandu we noted the omnipresent Black Kites, House Swift, Common Mynas and Tree Sparrows. Soon we were on the mountain    and as usual the birding was excellent. First of all were  Blue Whistling Thrush, Grey Wagtail     and Rufous Sibia followed by Blyth’s Leaf Warbler, Rufous bellied Niltava, Whiskered Yuhina, Fire breasted Flowerpecker, Small Niltava, Ultramarine Flycatcher, Grey hooded Warbler,           Buff barred Warbler, Long tailed Minivet, Black throated Tit, White throated Laughing Thrush, Black faced Warbler, Booted Eagle, Yellow browed Tit, Rufous breasted Woodpecker,                    Asian Brown Flycatcher, Black Eagle, Crimson breasted Woodpecker, Pale Blue Flycatcher,           White tailed Nuthatch, Brown Bullfinch, Chestnut crowned Warbler and Chestnut headed and          Grey bellied Tesias. The last two species were particularly difficult to see because of their skulking nature. We had an early finish to the day at 3pm.

April 3rd                                                                                                                                                     Our final day in Nepal. We spent the morning birding in the Nagarjun Forest in Kathmandu which has the Kings summer residence within its boundary. We had new birds here and these were         Grey Treepie, Grey headed Canary Flycatcher, Black chinned Babbler,                                                Rusty cheeked Scimitar Babbler and Red billed Blue Magpie. Also seen were Asian Koel,               Black lored Tit, Blue throated Barbet, Lesser Yellownape, Blue Whistling Thrush,                         Oriental White-eye, Buff barred Warbler, Grey hooded Warbler, Blue throated Flycatcher,              Velvet fronted Nuthatch, Great Barbet, Lemon rumped Warbler, Red rumped Swallow,                 Green billed Malkoha, Black winged Cuckooshrike, Grey bellied Tesia, Black Bulbul and finally another stunning adult male Siberian Rubythroat.  

                                                                                                                                                         What a fantastic bird to end an absolutely superb birdwatching holiday. Everyone on the tour was in full agreement that this had been one of, if not the best birding trip that they’d ever been on and that Suchit was one of the best bird guides that they had been with.
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