New Zealand   November 1st – 18th 2008

Trip Report
November 1st
We flew to Auckland from Australia and on arrival at the airport the first species seen were Australasian Magpie and Welcome Swallow.                                                    Between the airport and Whangaparoa we saw a few Pukeko by the roadside as well as Black billed and Red billed Gulls.

November 2nd
The highlight of today was to be a Pelagic trip out of Leigh.                                       Between Leigh and Whangaparoa we made a few stops. At the first stop at a small estuary we saw SI Pied Oystercatcher, Pied Shag, Variable Oystercatcher, Tui, Paradise Shelduck, a couple of Caspian Terns, Red billed Gull, Welcome Swallow, Masked Plover, Common Myna, Pukeko, Eastern Bar tailed Godwit and familiar faces in the shape of Song Thrush, Blackbird and Starling. The second stop at a nearby beach produced White fronted Heron and the third stop at a small mangrove swamp resulted in our first NZ Pigeon as well as another White fronted Heron and more Variable Oystercatchers. As we neared Leigh a flock of 25 or so Variable and 50 or so SI Pied Oystercatchers shared a field with a pair of Paradise Shelduck.

At Leigh we saw Grey Fantail, Grey Warbler, Sacred Kingfisher, NZ Pigeon, Tui,           Pied Cormorant, Red billed Gull and an offshore Australasian Gannet as well as Yellowhammer, Mallard, Chaffinch and Blackbird.

The boat trip produced good birds and these included about 200 White fronted Terns, 700 or so Fluttering Shearwaters, Flesh footed Shearwaters, Australasian Gannets, Fairy Prions, Common Diving Petrels, Buller’s Shearwaters, Cook’s Petrels,         Blue Penguin, White capped Albatross, White faced Storm Petrel and best of all fabulous views of 2 or 3 New Zealand Storm Petrels.

November 3rd 

The first stop today was at Shakespear Park where birds seen were Paradise Shelduck, Tui, Variable Oystercatcher, Pied Oystercatcher, Pied Stilt, Pukeko, Eastern Rosella, Skylark, Red billed Gull, Black billed Gull, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Pheasant, Caspian Tern, White faced Heron, New Zealand Pigeon, Grey Warbler, Fantail, Californian Quail and Bellbird.
At Whangaparoa Wharf there was New Zealand Dotterel, Variable Oystercatcher         and White faced Heron and at Warksworth we saw North Island Tomtit,                      Grey Warbler and Tui.                                                                                                                          In the evening we headed north to Kerikeri where we had a guided walk to see             NI Brown Kiwi enjoying excellent views of perhaps 6 birds. We also heard Morepork calling nearby.
November 4th 
Today we left the Auckland area and headed south along the coast to Miranda and the Shorebird Centre. Along the way good birds noted included 6 Sacred Kinfishers, Australasian Harrier, White faced Heron, Spotted Turtle Dove, Masked Plover, Pukeko and Common Myna.
We made a stop at Karawara Bay where the highlight was a small number of breeding New Zealand Dotterels along with Variable Oystercatchers, SI Pied Oystercatcher, Black backed Gull, E Bar tailed Godwit, Red billed Gull, a dark morph Reef Heron, Masked Plover and a Little Pied Shag.

At some nearby gravel pits there were 120 or so Black Swans, Little Black Shag,  Little Pied Shag, a couple of Canada Geese, Pied Shag, Great Cormorant, Mallard, Welcome Swallow, Paradise Shelduck and Skylark.

At the Miranda Shorebird Centre there were about 120 of the endemic Wrybill, 150 or so Red Knot, Pied Stilts, a couple of Sharp tailed Sandpipers, Red necked Stints, Black billed Gulls, White faced Herons, Caspian Tern, White fronted Terns, a large flock of E Bar tailed Godwit, breeding plumaged NZ Dotterel and about 40 Australasian Gannets fishing offshore. Also in the general area were an Arctic Skua,  SI Pied Oystercatchers, Australasian Harrier, Australasian Magpie, Sacred Kingfisher, 6 Royal Spoonbills and a number of Pukeko.
November 5th 
The day started with a visit to the Miranda SC roost where the highlights were 140 Wrybill, 2 Sharp tailed Sandpipers, a couple of Red necked Stints and a dozen or so NZ Dotterel. Also present were numbers of Red Knot, E Bar tailed Godwit, Pukeko, Black billed Gull, Red billed Gull, Australasian Harrier, White faced Heron,               White fronted Tern, Welcome Swallow and the 6 Royal Spoonbills from yesterday.

At the Mangatangi Dam it was raining and windy and birds were hard to come by. However, we saw 6 Grey Duck, Sacred Kingfisher ( also known as NZ Kingfisher ),  a few Fantails, Grey Warbler, Tomtit, Eastern Rosella, a couple of noisy, flyover         Sulphur crested Cockatoos, Welcome Swallow, Bellbird and singing Dunnock.

The day ended on Miranda Beach where Variable and SI Pied Oystercatchers were seen along with Black backed Gull.

November 6th 

We returned to the Auckland area today as we were to visit Tiritiri Matangi Island for an overnight stay. In Gulf Harbour there were Variable Oystercatchers, Pied Shags, Black backed Gulls, White fronted Terns and a dark morph Reef Heron with offshore birds being Australasian Gannets and both Flesh footed and Fluttering Shearwaters.

On Tiritiri we’d soon noted good birds with Fernbird, Bellbird, Tui, Saddleback, Pukeko, Red crowned Parakeet, Takahe, Whitehead, Brown Quail, NZ Brown Teal and Spotless Crake all seen on the island. Offshore highlights included Arctic Skua, White fronted Tern and Australasian Gannet.

In the evening about a dozen Little spotted Kiwi’s were heard along with Morepork and a Little Blue Penguin was seen.

November 7th 

We remained on Tiritiri for most of the day returning to the mainland in the mid afternoon. The best bird of the day was Kokako with a couple seen and other birds noted included Sacred Kingfisher, Pukeko, NZ Harrier, Stitchbird, Saddleback,         NI Robin, Whitehead, Brown Teal, Brown Quail, Red crowned Parakeet, Tui, Bellbird, Takahe, Red billed Gull, Black backed Gull, Gannet, Yellowhammer, Goldfinch, Variable Oystercatcher and a couple of Blue Penguins in nest boxes.
November 8th 

Today we flew from Auckland on North Island to Christchurch on South Island. At the Ashley Estuary we saw Black fronted Terns and at St.Annes Lagoon there were NZ Scaup, Australasian Shovelers and Grey Duck to admire. At Kaikoura about 160 Hutton’s Shearwaters were offshore with NZ Harrier, NZ Pigeon and Red billed Gull also seen.

November 9th 

This morning we visited the saltworks at Grassington where good birds included Banded Dotterel, Turnstone, Pacific Golden Plover, Pied Stilt, Paradise Shelduck, Grey Duck, NZ Harrier ( or Australasian Harrier ), Australasian Shoveler, Skylark, Black Swan and Yellowhammer.
At Elterwater there was NZ Scaup, Australasian Shoveler, Royal Spoonbill,  Welcome Swallow and Little Pied Shag.

We returned to Kaikoura along the coast road where we noted Spotted Shag,         Pied Shag, Variable Oystercatchers, Red billed Gull and Black backed Gull with Australasian Gannets and Hutton’s Shearwaters offshore. Also here were good numbers of NZ Fur Seal and a pod of Dolphins that were probably Dusky.

The afternoon was to be spent at sea off Kaikoura. At the headland there were all the by now usual suspects as well as 100’s of Hutton’s Shearwaters offshore.

The always fantastic pelagic trip didn’t disappoint and birds seen at sea were 200 or so Cape Petrel, N Royal Albatross, S Royal Albatross, 25+ Wandering Albatross, Black browed Albatross, Salvin’s Albatross, White capped Albatross,               Westland Petrel, White chinned Petrel, Grey faced Petrel, Northern Giant Petrel, Spotted Shag, Sooty Shearwater, Hutton’s Shearwater and White fronted Tern.        There were also 50 or so Dusky Dolphin and 2 or 3 of the tiny, endangered and endemic Hector’s Dolphin.

November 10th
We left Kaikoura today and headed south and inland towards Arthur’s Pass.               A stop   at the Ashley Estuary produced a selection of waders and wildfowl with         only Mute Swan being new for the trip. 

At Lake Lyndon highlights were Grey Teal, Banded Dotterel and Grey Duck and at Lake Pearson we saw our first Australasian Great crested Grebes as well as Redpoll. At Lake Sarah there were Black Swans and Grey Teals.
As we reached Arthur’s Pass Village we’d soon located our target bird of Kea           with 3 birds near the information centre. 

A short walk in wet conditions on the Bridal Veil Path resulted in Rifleman              being seen along with Grey Warbler and in the Hawdon Valley we saw NZ Pipit,           Grey Warbler and SI NZ Robin.

November 11th 

A few more Kea were seen in Arthur’s Pass this morning but due to exceptionally swollen rivers, due to prolonged heavy rainfall, no Blue Duck could be found in traditionally reliable locations.

We then carried on our journey south and west towards the Haast area where we           were to overnight. Along the way we saw NZ Harrier, our first Weka, Masked Plover, Australasian Magpie and Paradise Shelduck. At the Hokitika Sewage Pools there  were the hoped for Cape Barren Geese and many Black Swans. As we reached the Franz Josef Glacier it was still raining and the only bird noted here was SI Tomtit.

Monroe Beach was more productive with the main target bird here being the elusive Fiordland Crested Penguin. We didn’t have to work too hard to get excellent views   of at least 6. Also here were Variable Oystercatcher, Red billed Gull, Black Shag   and White fronted Tern. On the woodland walk from the car park to the beach birds included SI Tomtit, Grey Warbler, Tui, Bellbird and Welcome Swallow.
November 12th 

At the Haast Pass we saw Brown Creeper, SI Tomtit, Grey Warbler, Rifleman,         SI Robin and Silvereye. At the Homer Tunnel there were 7 of the expected Kea and a couple of the rare and very hard to find Rock Wrens. At the Hollyford River there were at least 6 Kaka as well as Kea, Silvereye, Australasian Harrier and SI Tomtit. Our final birds of the day were Black billed Gull and Paradise Shelduck at picturesque Te Anau Lake.
November 13th 

We carried on south to Stewart Island today. Between Te Anau and Bluff we saw Australasian Harrier, Black billed Gull, Masked Plover, Australasian Magpie,     Black backed Gull, Welcome Swallow and White fronted Tern.

On the crossing to Stewart Island there were Sooty Shearwaters, Black Shag and Common Diving Petrel seen.

As we arrived on the island we quickly located our accommodation and were soon enjoying birds such as Tui, NZ Pigeon, Red billed Gull, Little Black Shag, Redpoll, Little Pied Shag, Grey Warbler, White fronted Tern, Kaka, Variable Oystercatcher

and Bellbird. In the evening we took a guided boat trip out to a hard to reach part of the island to see Stewart Island Brown Kiwi. We saw 3. Also logged were Gannet, Pied Shag, Little Black Shag, Stewart Island Shag and 3 Blue Penguins.
November 14th 

The day was spent on the small island of Ulva. Like Tiritiri Matangi Island, off Auckland, Ulva has been cleared of predators such as Cats and Rats so there is an abundance of native New Zealand bird species now thriving here. New for the trip were Yellow crowned Parakeet and half a dozen Yellowheads. Also seen on Ulva were Stewart Island Weka, SI NZ Robin, Tui, Bellbird, Grey Warbler, Saddleback, Kaka, Brown Creeper, Red fronted Parakeet, SI NZ Tomtit, Fantail, Spotted Shag, Stewart Island Shag, Pied Shag, Little Black Shag, Rifleman, White fronted Tern   and Variable Oystercatcher.

November 15th 

We left Stewart Island this morning and headed for Dunedin. On the sea crossing      to Bluff we saw at least 8 White capped Albatross, Sooty Shearwater and       Common Diving Petrel. Between Bluff and Dunedin Australasian Harrier, Pied Stilt, Paradise Shelduck, Masked Plover, Australasian Magpie and a Little Owl were noted.
On arriving in the Dunedin area we visited the Northern Royal Albatross colony on the Otago Peninsula where we saw 6 of these magnificent birds along with               Spotted Shag, Stewart Island Shag and Northern Giant Petrel.

We then visited a Yellow eyed Penguin colony where we saw adult and juvenile birds as well as a few Pukeko, Paradise Shelduck and some impressive NZ Fur Seals.
November 16th 
We made our way from Dunedin to Twizel today. En route we saw Masked Plover, Australasian Harrier, Paradise Shelduck, Welcome Swallow, Pied Stilt, NZ Scaup, Australasian crested Grebe and Australasian Magpie.

On arrival in Twizel we were keen to find the bird that we had made our jouney for. The very rare, endemic Black Stilt. However, we were not fortunate today. We did see Pied Stilt, Australasian Harrier, Black Swan, Australasian Shoveler, Grey Duck, Pukeko, Banded Plover and Black Shag.

November 17th 

Our final birding day in New Zealand. We headed for Lake Poaka on the advice of the local DOC staff. Our target for the day was Black Stilt. On arrival at the lake we were tantalised by Pied Stilts and either Pied Stilt / Black Stilt hybrids and / or immature Pied Stilts. There were also nesting Wrybills here with a selection of the usual waders and wildfowl. Just as we were thinking that we wouldn’t find a pure adult Black Stilt 2 of these stunning waders flew in to feed on the lake in front of us. Superb !
At Lake Merino there were more hybrid / immature Stilts along with Banded Dotterel and the usual common waders. We saw our last Australasian Harrier along the Mount Cook road along with a distant in flight NZ Falcon as well as our last NZ Scaup, Paradise Shelduck, Black fronted Terns and Pied Oystercatchers.

Total Species 126.
