Texas Coast   April 5th – 19th 2011

Trip Report
April 5th
The group comprising of John White, Jean Thomas, David Bryant, Teresa Fayle, Bernard Canovan and tour leader Stuart Meredith met at Manchester airport for our flight to Houston via Amsterdam.

On arrival in Houston we collected our minibus and made our way east to Winnie noting Turkey Vulture, Great tailed Grackle, Anhinga, Snowy Egret, Collared Dove and Starling along the way.

After checking into our hotel in Winnie we had dinner in a local diner.

April 6th
We’d spend the first few days birding at local sites such as Anahuac NWR and the High Island sites of Smith Oaks and Boy Scout Woods as well as coastal sites such as Bolivar Flats and Rollover Pass.

After breakfast we made our way towards High Island but as usual the short trip was interrupted by a succession of good roadside birds.

At Spindletop Bayou there were Cliff and Barn Swallows, Eastern Meadowlark , Savannah Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, Red winged Blackbird, a couple of roosting Yellow crowned Night Herons and a Broad winged Hawk.

At the Intercoastal Waterway bridge there were hundreds of nesting Cliff Swallows as well as many Tree Swallows while out on the marshes were Great and Snowy Egrets, Glossy and White faced Ibis, Tricoloured Heron, Black necked Stilt, White Ibis, Mottled Duck, Northern Harrier, Belted Kingfisher, Scissor tailed Flycatcher and Eastern Kingbird.

Boy Scout Woods was quiet by its own high standards but we still managed to find Worm eating and Prothonotary Warblers, Eastern Towhee, Indigo Bunting, Blue Jay, White crowned Sparrow, White throated Sparrow, Orchard Oriole, Brown Thrasher, Grey Catbird, Northern Cardinal, Purple Martin, Swainsons Thrush and Inca Dove.

At a small reserve nearby we visited a Great Horned Owl nest where we could see one of the chicks.
We then made our way to a coastal pool on the Bolivar Peninsula where the highlights included Semipalmated Plover, Wilsons Plover, Snowy Plover, Black bellied Plover, Killdeer, Dunlin, Willet, Western Sandpiper, Short billed Dowitcher, Snowy Egret, Double crested Cormorant, Little Blue Heron, Laughing Gull, American Herring Gull, Ring billed Gull, Royal Tern, Sandwich Tern, Forsters Tern, Brown Pelican, Whimbrel, Sanderling, Least Sandpiper, Blue winged Teal, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Northern Shoveler and Northern Harrier.

At Rollover Pass there were more shorebirds that included American Oystercatcher, Willet and Turnstone and these were joined by Reddish Egret, Least Tern, Osprey, 

good numbers of Black Skimmer, a large flock of breeding plumaged                      American Avocets, Great Blue Heron, Laughing and Ring billed Gulls,                         Lesser Yellowlegs, Brown Pelican and Forsters Terns.
We then headed back inland and decided to search for waders that had been reported from flooded fields to the north of Winnie. On the way we noted Red tailed Hawk, Broad winged Hawk and Swainsons Hawk.

At the fields there were hundreds of Whimbrel and Pectoral Sandpipers with smaller numbers of American Golden Plovers as well as Little Blue Herons, Cattle Egrets, Eastern Meadowlark, Scissor tailed Flycatcher, Savannah Sparrow, Western Kingbird and American Crow.

April 7th
This morning was to be spent at Anahuac NWR – a wetland site south west of Winnie. On the way there we recorded Western Kingbird, American Coot, Killdeer, Green winged Teal, Blue winged Teal, Black necked Stilt, Red winged Blackbird, Glossy Ibis, Crested Caracara, Loggerhead Shrike, Great tailed Grackle and                  Little Blue Heron.

The reserve itself has been impacted by a couple of hurricanes in recent years and isn’t as good for birds as it used to be but it’s still worth a visit.

As we drove along the entrance road a movement of raptors was occurring and we had numerous Swainsons Hawks, Northern Harriers and Red tailed Hawks.

At the reserve itself the highlights were 2 American Bitterns that gave fantastic views as did at least 7 Little Bitterns, a couple of Sora Rails and a few King Rails. Also enjoyed were Black necked Stilt, Blue winged Teal, Purple Martin, Green Heron, Common Yellowthroat, Swamp Sparrow, Orchard Oriole, Northern Mockingbird, thirty or so White faced Ibis, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Mottled Duck, Least Sandpiper and Wilson’s Snipe.
We then returned to Boy Scout Woods and saw Indigo Bunting, Painted Bunting, White throated Sparrow, Tennessee Warbler, Orchard Oriole, White eyed Vireo, Kentucky Warbler, Yellow breasted Chat, Yellow billed Cuckoo,                                    White crowned Sparrow and Yellow bellied Sapsucker.   

The final birding of the day was a visit to the rookery at the Smith Oaks Sanctuary.      

Here the breeding season was in full swing with numerous Roseate Spoonbills, Double crested Cormorants, Great and Snowy Egrets and Tricoloured, Great Blue, Green and Little Blue Herons with eggs or young. Also here were White faced Ibis, White Ibis, Turkey and Black Vultures, Purple Martin, Orange crowned Warbler, Tree Swallow, Hooded Warbler and Baltimore Oriole.

April 8th
We headed south along the coast today with our final destination being Ingleside where we’d spend a couple of nights.

Firstly though we checked Boy Scout Woods at High Island to see if warbler migration had picked up at all since yesterday. It hadn’t but a few Cedar Waxwings were new birds for the trip and we also saw Carolina Wren, Brown Thrasher,         Ruby throated Hummingbird, White throated Sparrow, Grey Catbird, Orchard Oriole, Yellow rumped Warbler and Inca Dove.

We progressed along the Bolivar Peninsula first stopping at Yacht Basin Road where we had brief views of Nelsons Sharp tailed Sparrow, Least Bittern, Crested Caracara, Wilsons Plover, Greater Yellowlegs, Clapper Rail and Willet.

At our next stop at Bolivar Flats good numbers of birds were roosting on the               tideline and these included Piping, Black bellied, Snowy, Semipalmated and  Wilson’s Plovers, Sanderling, Willet, Dunlin, Gull billed, Royal, Forster’s, Caspian and Least Terns, Western Sandpipers and a few Long billed Dowitchers.

On the ferry crossing from Bolivar to Galveston about 20 American White Pelicans were seen along with Brown Pelicans and Laughing Gulls as well as about a dozen Bottle nosed Dolphins.

Birds seen between Galveston and Ingleside were Turkey and Black Vultures, Osprey, Swainsons Hawk and Common Loon.

April 9th
The day was to be spent around Port Aransas. The ferry across produced                 Laughing Gull, Brown Pelican, Gull billed Tern and Royal Tern.
The Port Aransas Birding Centre is an excellent place to go birding and it didn’t let us down today. Least Bitterns showed down to a couple of feet and good views were obtained of Marsh Wren – a difficult species to see well. Also here were Peregrine, Stilt Sandpiper, Long billed Dowitcher, Black bellied Whistling Duck, Sora Rail, Common Yellowthroat, Savannah Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Ruddy Duck, Redhead, Lesser Scaup, Northern Shoveler, Blue winged Teal, Green winged Teal, Moorhen, Reddish Egret, Northern Harrier, American Purple Gallinule, Pied billed Grebe, American Coot, Least Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Roseate Spoonbill, Tricoloured Heron, Great Blue Heron, Forster’s Tern, White Ibis, Hooded Oriole, Neotropic Cormorant, Double crested Cormorant and Grasshopper Sparrow.

Another excellent site is just a few hundred yards away from the Port Aransas Birding Centre and it’s known by the locals as Paradise Pond. It’s a fantastic place and is tucked away so well that a good proportion of visiting birders don’t know that it even exists. Our visit today produced Northern Parula, Black bellied Whistling Duck, Prothonotary Warbler, Blue headed Vireo, Blue winged Teal, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Yellow throated Warbler, Tennessee Warbler and                               Red winged Blackbird.

April 10th
Today we moved further south as we travelled from Port Aransas to San Benito.

First stop was a quick look at Paradise Pond where there was an immature                 Yellow crowned Night Heron, White Ibis and a Common Nighthawk.     
The Port Aransas Birding Centre had Stilt Sandpiper, Marsh Wren, Ruddy Duck, Northern Shoveler, Blue winged Teal, Brown Pelican, Neotropic Cormorant, Tricoloured Heron and Roseate Spoonbill.

Along the beach there were Royal and Sandwich Terns, Laughing Gulls, Osprey, Crested Caracara and Cave Swallows as well as flocks of Fulvous Whistling Ducks flying by and the odd American Black Tern.

At Riviera we noted our first Golden fronted Woodpecker and Black crested Titmouse and one of the group also saw a Green Jay. Also here were Yellow bellied Sapsucker, Loggerhead Shrike, a few Lesser Goldfinch, Couch’s Kingbird and a flyover  Northern Rough winged Swallow.

We checked in at our hotel at San Benito before heading for South Padre Island. On the way we saw an adult White tailed Hawk, Harris’s Hawk and Chihuahuan Raven.
At South Padre Convention Centre strong winds made looking for passerines in       the bushes difficult but Grey Catbird, Northern Parula, Orange crowned Warbler, Yellow throated Warbler and Swamp Sparrow did show.

On the wetland area were Reddish Egret, White Ibis, Greater Yellowlegs, Sora Rail, Clapper Rail, Black necked Stilt, Willet, Stilt Sandpiper, Tricoloured Heron,          Snowy Egret, Least Sandpiper, Black Skimmer, Laughing Gull and Ring billed Gull.  
April 11th
Sabal Palm reserve is close to the Mexican border and has been closed for a couple of years due to the newly built border fence being constructed. However, it has now reopened but it will probably take some time for it to become as good for birds as it once was. A feature of the reserve is the usually excellent feeding station at the entrance, but with the reserve not being open for a couple of years this site had not been maintained.

On our visit this morning we had a selection of good birds that included Green Jay, Brown crested Flycatcher, Long billed Thrasher, Hooded Oriole, Great Kiskadee, Olive Sparrow, Buff bellied Hummingbird, Golden fronted Woodpecker, a minimum of 20 Least Grebe, White tipped Dove, Couch’s Kingbird, Pied billed Grebe, American Coot, Ladder backed Woodpecker, Yellow bellied Sapsucker,                Plain Chachalaca and Blue winged Teal.

At Brownsville Landfill Site the main interest was provided by Crested Caracara, Chihuahuan Raven, Black and Turkey Vultures, American Herring Gull, Cattle Egret, and Laughing Gulls.

On our return to Sabal Palm in the afternoon much of what we’d seen this morning was seen again as well as brief views of a dark hawk with a banded tail that was either a Common Black Hawk or a Zone tailed Hawk – both quite rare in these parts.

April 12th
We moved a little way up the Rio Grande Valley today with our main birding over the next couple of days being at Santa Ana NWR and Bentsen State Park.

On the way from San Benito to Santa Ana good birds seen were Ringed Kingfisher, Neotropic Cormorant, Lark Sparrow, Forsters Tern, Cattle Egret and Ruddy Duck.

At Santa Ana new birds for the trip were Altamira Oriole, Nashville Warbler,   Spotted Sandpiper, Bronzed Cowbird, Clay coloured Robin, Solitary Sandpiper and Cinnamon Teal. Also here were Buff bellied Hummingbird, Red winged Blackbird, Plain Chachalaca, Couch’s Kingbird, Golden fronted Woodpecker, Green Jay,    Broad winged Hawk, Coopers Hawk, Anhinga, Black crested Titmouse, Least Grebe, Black & White Warbler, Long billed Thrasher, Brown crested Flycatcher,             Northern Mockingbird, Olive Sparrow, 40+ Long billed Dowitchers, Glossy Ibis, Lesser Yellowlegs, Stilt Sandpiper, Great Egret, Ringed Kingfisher, Great Kiskadee, over a hundred White Ibis, Northern Parula, Black bellied Whistling Duck and Northern Shoveler.

April 13th
We returned to Santa Ana for an hour or two this morning and were rewarded            with a flock of about 150 migrating Mississippi Kites as well as a number of Swainsons Hawks.

Also seen here today were Couch’s Kingbird, Great Kiskadee, Bronzed Cowbird, Hooded Oriole, Golden fronted Woodpecker, Tricoloured Heron, Snowy Egret,        Little Blue Heron, Great Egret, White Ibis, White winged Dove, Olive Sparrow, Scissor tailed Flycatcher, White eyed Vireo, Ladder backed Woodpecker,       Altamira Oriole, Brown headed Flycatcher, Clay coloured Robin, Swamp Sparrow, Buff bellied and Ruby throated Hummingbirds, Plain Chachalaca, Carolina Wren, Indigo Bunting, Solitary Sandpiper, Black crested Titmouse, White tipped Dove, Nashville Warbler, Green Jay, Killdeer, Roseate Spoonbill, Stilt Sandpiper,        Lesser Yellowlegs, about 60 Long billed Dowitchers, 20 + Black necked Stilts,        30 or so Least Sandpipers, Least Grebe, Northern Shoveler, Cinnamon Teal,         Blue winged Teal, Scarlet Tanager and a rufous morph Chuck Will’s Widow.
The afternoon, spent at Bentsen State Park, produced new birds notably a couple       of Black Phoebes, Greater Roadrunners, White tailed Kite and Song Sparrow.

Also here were Ruby and Buff bellied Hummingbirds, Altamira Orioles, Green Jay,               Lark Sparrow, Ringed Kingfisher, Red winged Blackbird, Plain Chachalaca,            Golden fronted Woodpecker, White tipped Dove, Mourning Dove and Inca Dove.
April 14th
The week had been hot and today at Falcon State Park the temperature reached         95 degrees. Birds don’t tend to sit out in such conditions and can become quite difficult to see and at times that was the case today. 

New birds for the trip at Falcon SP included Ashy throated Flycatcher, Pyrrhuloxia, Curve billed Thrasher, Blue Gray Gnatcatcher, Verdin, Black throated Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Northern Bobwhite, Scaled Quail and House Wren with Swainsons Hawk, Crested Caracara, Lark Sparrow, Golden fronted Woodpecker, Turkey Vulture, Northern Cardinal, Great Kiskadee, Greater Roadrunner, Osprey, Olive Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Chihuahuan Raven,  Scissor tailed Flycatcher, Harris’s Hawk, Green Jay and Northern Mockingbird as   the supporting cast.
Driving up to the Park entrance we also had good views of Bullocks Oriole and as   we returned to our hotel in the afternoon there were a couple of Hooded Orioles in  the car park.

April 15th
After breakfast we set off on our journey back to Winnie which would take most       of the day. The bird news from High Island was promising as the warblers had        just started arriving there in good numbers – it looked like our timing was perfect.

Along the way we recorded Brown Pelican, Double crested Cormorant, Cattle Egret, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Tricoloured Heron, Black bellied Whistling Duck, Yellow crowned Night Heron, Harris’s Hawk, Osprey, Black and Turkey Vultures, Red shouldered Hawk, Swainsons Hawk, Killdeer, Crested Caracara, Laughing Gull, Ring billed Gull, Royal Tern, Forsters Tern,    Black Skimmer, White winged Dove, Mourning Dove, Greater Roadrunner,         Scissor tailed Flycatcher, Cave Swallow, Purple Martin, Northern Mockingbird, American Crow and Great tailed Grackle.
Because the recent news from High Island was promising we decided to spend some time at Boy Scout Woods in the late afternoon / early evening before checking in to our hotel at Winnie. It turned out to be  a good decision as the High Island was full of great birds.
The stars of the show were probably the Wood Warblers and we managed great   views of numerous of these gems and these included Orange crowned, Blue winged, Blackburnian, Cerulean, Black throated Green, Prairie, Yellow throated,                     Black & White, Swainsons, Tennessee and Nashville as well as Northern Parula and Northern Waterthrush.
Other great birds were here too and these included Ruby throated Hummingbird, Chimney Swift, Eastern Wood Peewee, Eastern Kingbird, Warbling, Blue headed, Red eyed and White eyed Vireos, Grey Catbird, Indigo and Painted Buntings, Summer Tanager, Northern Cardinal, White crowned and White throated Sparrows and Baltimore and Orchard Orioles.
April 16th
The Warbler fest continued at Boy Scout Woods this morning with a couple of stunning Canada Warblers, Golden winged Warbler and a few Worm eating Warblers along with Kentucky, Swainsons, Palm, Hooded, dozens of Black throated Green, Tennessee, Yellow throated and Black & White all performing well for us as               were Northern Parula, Ovenbird, American Redstart and Northern Waterthrush.                      It wasn’t just warblers though and Orchard Oriole, Rose breasted Grosbeak, Baltimore Oriole, Brown Thrasher, Indigo Bunting, Warbling Vireo,                     Philadelphia Vireo, Summer Tanager, Eastern Towhee, Red eyed Vireo,                   Eastern Kingbird, Eastern Wood Peewee, Great crested Flycatcher, Painted Bunting and  Swainsons Thrush all added to the experience.

At nearby Smith Oaks Sanctuary Common Yellowthroat, Blackburnian, Tennessee, Nashville and Black throated Green Warblers were seen along with Northern Parula, Blue Jay, Red winged Blackbird, Eastern Kingbird and Summer Tanager.

The short drive back to Winnie produced Broad winged and Swainsons Hawks,   many Cliff Swallow and both Black bellied and Fulvous Whistling Ducks.

April 17th
We visited a few sites along the Bolivar Peninsula this morning.

At Yacht Basin Road we had excellent views of our target bird as three dapper                    Nelsons Sharp tailed Sparrows showed well in the saltmarsh vegetation. Also here was a confiding Clapper Rail as well as Willet and Whimbrel. 
At Bob Rd our second target bird of the morning was Seaside Sparrow and we very quickly located a couple of singing birds that gave great views. Baird’s Sandpiper was a new bird for the trip here and there were also numerous Willet, Least Sandpiper, Dunlin, Least Tern, 3 Black Terns, Wilsons Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Turnstone, Forsters Tern, Black bellied Plover, Royal Tern, Blue winged Teal and                         Black necked Stilt.
A drive to the Bolivar Ferry terminal produced Forsters Terns, Black Skimmers, Double crested Cormorant, Brown Pelicans and Bottle nosed Dolphins but not the reported Long tailed Duck.
The drive between Winnie and High Island produced Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Black bellied Whistling Duck, Tricoloured Heron, Roseate Spoonbill, Brown Pelican, Eastern Kingbird and Barn Swallow.
At Rollover Pass there was a white morph Reddish Egret, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, American Herring Gull, Laughing Gull, Black bellied Plover, Wilsons Plover, Marbled Godwit, Forsters Tern, Royal Tern, Least Tern and Sandwich Tern. 
The afternoon was spent at Boy Scout Woods at High Island.  

There were good numbers of warblers and some incredibly close views were had of Cerulean, Hooded, Chestnut sided, Canada, Kentucky, Blue winged, Prothonotary, Tennessee, Black throated Green, Swainsons, Yellow, Palm and Prairie Warblers as well as Ovenbird, American Redstart, Common Yellowthroat, Louisiana Waterthrush, Northern Waterthrush, Northern Parula and Yellow breasted Chat.                             Thrushes had also arrived and we had Wood, Grey cheeked and Swainsons with  other great birds being Indigo Bunting,  Painted Bunting, Scarlet Tanager,                Orchard Oriole, White eyed Vireo, Grey Catbird, Ruby throated Hummingbird,  White throated and White crowned Sparrows, Northern Mockingbird,                         Brown Thrasher, Brown headed Cowbird, Inca Dove, Rose breasted Grosbeak and Broad winged Hawk.
What a fantastic last day in Texas.

April 18th
We had time for a final short visit to High Island this morning before we had to return to our hotel in Winnie for breakfast and to pack for our afternoon flight back to the UK via Amsterdam.

We again visited Boy Scout Woods where the birding was again exceptional.

The impressive list of birds included Scarlet Tanager, Orchard Oriole, Pine Warbler, Blue Jay, Brown headed Cowbird, Royal Tern, Tennessee Warbler, Grey Catbird, Cerulean Warbler, Rose breasted Grosbeak, Black throated Green Warbler, Swainsons Thrush, White throated Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, Cattle Egret,     Worm eating Warbler, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Great Blue Heron, Wood Thrush, Northern Parula, Black & White Warbler, Red eyed Vireo, Hooded Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Northern Waterthrush, Grey cheeked Thrush, Tree Swallow, Painted Bunting, Northern Mockingbird, Turkey Vulture and Purple Martin.
Not a bad haul for ninety minutes birding !

April 19th
We arrived back at Manchester airport to be greeted in the car park by singing Blackcaps and the prospect of driving home through the rush hour traffic.
